
   

 

(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY  

 

ICE BOXES 
by Helen Crow-Watseka 

 

     Do you remember when most households had an ice box?  If you do, itôs been years since you looked 

 anxiously for your first grey hair. 

 

      Those ice boxes were a marvel of insulation, with thick doors, exteriors of stout oak, and they had sturdy 

handles which locked solidly.  They did surprisingly well at preserving a block of ice for several days.  Usually 

the ice box was placed in a room of the house which had first boasted a ñcool cupboard;ò the ñcool cupboardò 

predated the ice box for preserving food.  It was built into the old houses-sometimes it was just a heavy  

cupboard built over a basement area, and sometimes it was a small room with thick wooden cupboards, all  

designed away from kitchen heat.  Many homes had a ñsummer kitchenò which had an extra cookstove in it , 

built a little distance from the house.  The old ñcool cupboardsò retained a special smell, not altogether  

unpleasant, as the odor of fresh milk, pies, fried chicken stored in them between meals had permeated the 

wood. 

 

     The ice box required a block of ice about three times a week, and this was delivered by the ice man.  He 

would pick up the block of ice from the truck bed with tongs, and would chip a little off the block as a special 

treat for children who ran from play to greet him.  Nobody ever considered the germy environment of those 

chunks of ice placed in little hands of grubby children who had been outside playing all day in dirt, nor of the 

dirty truck bed, nor of the ice itself which had been cut out of a pond in the winter.  The ice man carried the ice 

to the ice box where he would stand balancing the ice while he chipped away at the corners to make it fit the 

interior of the box. 

 

     The housewife had been given several cards, and would use the one appropriate to the amount of ice she 

could use on the delivery day to put in her front window.  

 

     Johnsonôs store in Donovan cut ice every winter from a small pond north of the high school.  They stored it, 

packed in sawdust, in a tall, narrow wooden building behind their store.  Each block was cut a little larger than 

would be used in the ice box.  Thick timbers were used in the ice house construction.  A chute was built into it 

to shunt the ice down to a door which opened so ice would go to the bed of the delivery truck. 

 

     Sheldon too had an ice house, but it was so small it hardly served the population there past mid-summer. 

There was a larger ice house north and west of Milford, and itôs proprietor was a man whose last name was 

Matthewson.  The pond was on his land.  Later, Ainsworth would supplement his supply of ice at the end of 

the summer when the ice cut from the pond would dwindle to where he could not supply his Milford  

customers. 

 

     Watseka had an ice house owned by ñRedò Crawford, father of Herb Crawford who were well-known en-

terprising Watsekans.  ñRedò owned two separate ponds close to Legion Park, which was formerly ñFowlerôs 

Park.ò  To supplement the ice cut from the two ponds, they would cut slabs of ice about 5ò thick from nearby 

Sugar Creek, and would drag them up the bank using a  team of horses.  Jim Sampson reports that he used to 

swim in those ponds in summer; they always had water in them, and the water was about 5ò deep. 

 

     Late in his life, Herb Crawford told this tale about those ice ponds.  His Dad had an innovative idea that 

they might spare themselves all that work cutting ice into blocks if they strung electric wires into the pond and 

then when they threw a switch the heated wires would cut the ice!  They did it.  The       (continued on page 2) 
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Management Board 

Chmn. - Rolland LightðSheldon 

Sec. Marilyn Miller - Papineau 

Jean Hiles - Watseka 
Jack Swan - Watseka 

Paul Bowers - Milford 

Betty Busick - Watseka 

Jim Ping  - Watseka 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

Historical - last Tues. of each month - 7:00 p.m. 

Management - 7:00 p.m. ð meets quarterly last Monday 

before Historical Board Meeting 

Next Management Meeting - July 26, 2010 

*****************************************  

Accession Committee 

  Jean Hiles; Catherine Williams 

Wilma &  Rolland Light 

(meets 1st & 3rd Tues. of each month) 

*****************************************               

Museum Staff 

Judy Ficke, Office Manager and Newsletter Editor 

Part-time office: 

Stephanie Bowers, Ginny Lee, Rose Kaufman  

Part-time Housekeeping: 

Becky Hiles & Monica Lee 
 

IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY  

ñOld Courthouse Museumò 

103 W. Cherry St.  Watseka, IL  60970 

Phone & Fax  815-432-2215 

                      Email:  ichs2215@mchsi.com 

www.oldcourthousemuseum.org 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Historical Society Board Officers & Members 

Pres.  Rolland Light - Sheldon 

V. Pres. Jean Hiles - Watseka 

Sec. Marilyn Wilken - Danforth 

Treas. Bob Ficke - Cissna Park  

Blanche Swedlund - Watseka  - genealogy rep. 

Shirley Haberkorn - Watseka 

Lenore Tebo - Donovan 

 Joyce Franklin - Watseka 

 Wilma Light - Sheldon 
Silas & Marlene Light - Watseka 

Jean Loy - Beaverville 

Paul Bowers  - Milford 

David Hiles - Milford 

Elaine BrownðGilman 

Robin BrownðWatseka 

Vicki Webster  - Sheldon 

Sherry Johnson - Watseka 

Denise Corke - Watseka  - genealogy rep. 

Mitchell & Susan Wynn Bence  ï Watseka 

***********************************************  

.LOOKING AHEAD     

 
May 20ð23       Big H Carnival 

 

May 23             ñTWICE AS NICEò concert 

 
May 24 & 25     Genealogy Fundraiser at Berkots 

 

June 19              Genealogyôs 40th Birthday Party 
 

June 26              ICHS 10th annual Garden Walk 

 

July 4                Watch your mailbox for our  

                                    BIG Extravaganza 

 

July 10               Levi Riggs Live concert 
 

Oct. 2 & 3           Harvest Daze 

 
 

****************************

KEEP YOUR EYES  

ON YOUR MAILBOX  

 

INFORMATION ON  

 

OUR BIG 

 EXTRAVAGAZA  

WILL BE COMING  

VERY SOON. 
******************************  

ICE BOXES  
 (continued from page 1) 

 

result was instantaneous.  It knocked out the  

electricity all over Watseka, and the Crawfords 

hastened to remove the wires before the populace 

ñwised upò to the cause of the disaster. 

 

     A man named Ainsworth came then to Watseka 

and built an ice plant fronting on 5th St.  He used 

electricity to freeze the blocks of ice, and he deliv-

ered to the last of the ice box customers in the 

1950ôs.  By that time everyone had purchased refrig-

erators, and the REA had furnished electricity to lo-

cal farmers.  This caused the era of the ice boxes to 

become a  little segment of our history.  
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ñSPRING FLINGò CARNIVAL COMING TO TOWN 
sponsored by the Iroq. Co. Historical Society 

     As part of the continued effort to raise funds to support the Old Courthouse Museum, the historical society will host a 

carnival May 20th-23rd.  It will be located on the West side of Watseka by the old Burnôs Implement Building.  Big ñHò 

Amusements from Fairbury, IL will offer more than 14 rides, games and all of your favorite carnival foods for the young 

and young at heart! 
     During the carnival, the historical society will join with the Iroquois County Genealogical Society to host a Bake 

Walk/Bake Sale.  It is the hope of the historical society that this will become an annual event as part of a ñSpring Flingò 

Welcome Summer Celebration with more events being added each year.  
     On Thursday May 20, all rides are $1.50;Friday, May 22 is Buddy Day-2 rides for the price of one; Sat. May 22 and 

Sun. May 23, Unlimited rides 1-5 p.m. $15.00 per person per session.   

     The Iroquois County Historical Society looks forward to seeing everyone out for a fun filled family weekend.  
 

THEREôS STILL TIME 

TO BUY YOUR TICKETS - - - - - but not much time! 
 

     The ñTwice As Niceò concert on May 23 is going to be a musical adventure that you wonôt want to miss.  We are 
presenting a unique combination of musical excellence with the dueling grand pianos and A Natural High.  Pat Neal and 

her sister, Cyndy Schmohe of Marysville, Ohio will thrill you with their amazing two piano duets and A Natural High 

will do just that for youð-you wonôt leave the courtroom without feeling your own natural high after listening to their 

high energy Southern Gospel selections.  The elevator is available to take concert guests to the courtroom and refresh-
ments will be served in the Victorian Parlor after the concerts.  You will also have a chance to talk with the performers at 

this time.   

     Seating is limited.   Performances are at 2 p.m. and at 4:30 p.m.  Tickets are $10.  See below for ticket availability. 


