
   

 

(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY  
Restoring the Courtroom Part 2  

by Helen Crow-Watseka 

 
     In our March, April, May, June 2009 issue of our newsletter, we published an article about restoring the Old Court-

room in the 1970ôs.  The suggestion has been made for a follow up of the way that committee kept on working for the 

Old Courthouse after their concentration on refurbishing the room.  Their interest remained as they worked with other 

people for the common goal of preserving our heritage in an interesting way. 

     Ivan Crow continued to lend his special carpentry skills; he assembled the pieces 

of the fabulous sideboard which is on display in the first floor Victorian kitchen, using 

36 glue joints to do so.  Then Don Wene, another long-time volunteer with numerous 

skills, refinished it and removed the old varnish to show itôs original beauty.  It is 

made of many different woods crafted to adorn the piece.   

     The history of this old sideboard is an interesting story.  It was purchased in Okla-

homa by Judge Raymond before Oklahoma was a state, then shipped to Watseka 

where it was used in the dining room of the large brick house with porticoes, still 

standing on the very north edge of Watseka.  Later it was donated to the main building 

at the County Farm. 

     Ivan died in 1985.  Helen, his wife, continued to work at the museum in various 

capacities, the last being a six year period serving on the Accessions Committee with 

Dorrance Albright, and Wilma and Rolland Light.  This group met regularly and often 

as they set up exhibits in the main hallway, removing long neglected items from the 

vault so they could be seen.  (This is one of the differences in our museum, as com-

pared to other museumsðwe unabashedly display all we can simultaneously!) 

     Jean Hiles joined the Accessions Committee after her husband Wayne Hiles died 

and is still serving faithfully on it.  The museum ñacquiredò Ginny Lee to help with the 

office and to help ñdigò into the vault.  When her great talent for display was obvious, 

everybody was pleased.  Ginny is the ñauthorò of the clothing displays creatively shown 

in the hallway and elsewhere.  She puts them together with attention to the year theyôve 

been worn.  We have a most unusual collection of period clothing in the vault. 

     Helen, at age 92, had to make lifestyle changes and canôt commit to so much activity now and we lost Dorrance  

Albright recently.  Dorrance had been the overseer of the wall diorama paintings of museum room #1; for a year he spent 

extra time opening the museum at odd hours so that Arlania Janowski could paint the walls without interruption. 

     Frank Smith, member of the original courtroom committee, had decided to move back to Watseka rather than go else-

where when he retired from a military career, where his work in the military had been meticulous research.  He was a 

graduate of the University of Illinois.  When he learned at the time of his retirement, that we were starting a museum in 

Watseka, he recognized we could use his expertise and heôd not be bored.  At the end of his life he removed himself 

from Watseka to a military retirement hospital on the East Coast and he continued to do his research projects for the  

museum until his death.  We are indebted to his efforts on our behalf. 

     Lisa Immelôs husband, Judge Immel, died and she moved to Chicago, where she met Duane Gengler, whom she later 

married in the museumôs chapel.  Bob Dannehl officiated and a small group attended the weddingðFrank Smith, Ruth 

Dannehl, and Helen and Ivan Crow. 

     Lisa never lost interest here and Duane has set up a trust fund from his business 

so that the museum now has a yearly boost monetarily.  Lisa and Duane come for 

Harvest Daze when they can.  Their time here for that is too short for all their 

friends to talk to them.  (Editorôs note:  In the previous newsletter, there was a 

picture of Lisa, her husband Duane, Rolland Light, society president and their dog 

taken at our last Harvest Daze.  This picture is being included again here.) 

     Lisa was living in Watseka at the time the County decided to lease the Old 

Courthouse as a museum for 99 years at one dollar a year and she was among the 

first to volunteer, giving generously of her time and great talents toward the success 

of this enterprise. 

                                                                           (continued on page 2) 
Dwayne Gengler, Rolland Light and 

Lisa Immel Gengler and their dog. 

Buffet from Judge Raymond 

Restoration by Ivan Crow & 

Don Wene 
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Management Board 

Chmn. - Rolland LightðSheldon 

Sec. Marilyn Miller - Papineau 

Jean Hiles - Watseka 

Jack Swan - Watseka 

Paul Bowers - Milford  

Betty Busick - Watseka 

Jim Ping  - Watseka 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

Historical - last Tues. of each month - 7:00 p.m. 

Management - 7:00 p.m. ð meets quarterly last Monday 

before Historical Board Meeting 

Next Management Meeting - April 26, 2010 

*****************************************  

Accession Committee 

  Jean Hiles; Catherine Williams 

Wilma &  Rolland Light 

(meets 1st & 3rd Tues. of each month) 

*****************************************               

Museum Staff 

Judy Ficke, Office Manager and Newsletter Editor 

Part-time office: 

Stephanie Bowers, Ginny Lee, Rose Kaufman  

Part-time Housekeeping: 

Becky Hiles & Monica Lee 

 

IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY  

ñOld Courthouse Museumò 

103 W. Cherry St.  Watseka, IL  60970 

Phone & Fax  815-432-2215 

                      Email:  ichs2215@mchsi.com 

www.oldcourthousemuseum.org 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Historical Society Board Officers & Members 

Pres.  Rolland Light - Sheldon 

V. Pres. Jean Hiles - Watseka 

Sec. Marilyn Wilken - Danforth 

Treas. Bob Ficke - Cissna Park  

Blanche Swedlund - Watseka  - genealogy rep. 

Shirley Haberkorn - Watseka 

Lenore Tebo - Donovan 

 Joyce Franklin - Watseka 

 Wilma Light - Sheldon 

Silas & Marlene Light - Watseka 

Jean Loy - Beaverville 

Paul Bowers  - Milford  

David Hiles - Milford  

Elaine BrownðGilman 

Robin BrownðWatseka 

Vicki Webster  - Sheldon 

Sherry Johnson - Watseka 

Denise Corke - Watseka  - genealogy rep. 

Susan Wynn Bence  ï Watseka 

***********************************************  

Restoring the Courtroom Part 2 
(continued from page 1) 

     

     Lisa continues volunteer work in Florida with  

children.  She also still paints pictures and writes poetry.  

As with so many other people in the last thirty plus years, 

a whole horde in the aggregate of dedicated people, the 

museum is INDEBTED! 

*******************************************  

ñEditorôs note: 

     Verna Drake was the writer of the articles for our (HI)

STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY for many years until 

circumstances made it difficult for her to continue this 

service to us.  As editor of the newsletter, I canôt tell you 

how appreciative I was to have someone to do this.  In 

fact, Verna is the one who came up with this catchy title 

for the articles. Verna did a terrific job as she more or 

less got the job as historian for the county when historian 

Ralph Moore was no longer able to do this.   

    I now want to take this opportunity to thank Verna for 

all those years of writing and now thank Helen for con-

tinuing the writings of the county.  Helenôs articles tell 

about everyday life as she lived it in the county.   Thank 

you Helen, for your very interesting articles to go into our 

(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY section of our 

newsletters.   Helen is a wealth of knowledge and we are 

so happy  (at age 92) that she is willing to do this writing. 

*******************************************  

LOOKING AHEAD     

 

Now                 Matching $$$$ Challenge 

 

March 7            Pat Nealôs Piano Recital in courtroom 

 

March 13          Genealogy quarterly meeting  

 

April 13            Historical Society Fundraiser at Monicals 

                 

April 17            KC-CASA Walk in her Shoes 

 

April  25           Golden Wedding Anniversary 

 

Spring TBA       Museum Flea Market on grounds 

 

May 1                Deadline for YOUR Iroq. Co. Stories 

 

May 23             TWICE AS NICE concert/fundraiser 

 

June 19              Genealogyôs 40th Birthday Party 

 

June 26              ICHS 10th annual Garden Walk 

 

July 4                Watch for our BIG Extravaganza 

 

August 7            Sugar Creek Art Fair 

 

October  2 & 3   31st annual Harvest Daze 
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MORE (HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY  

150 YEARS OF FINCHES IN PRAIRIE GREEN TOWNSHIP  
By M. June Pearson March 2003 

 

     In 1853 my great grandfather, Robert Finch and his wife Sarah, bought 900 acres in what later became Prairie Green 

Township of Iroquois County for $1,125 or $1.25 per acre.  This property was 2.5 miles North West of the present town 

of Ambia, Indiana.  The nearest trading center in 1853 was Attica, Indiana.  Their first home was a 12 x 16 foot log cabin 

so quickly constructed snakes could crawl through the floor and at night the howl of wolves in the distance was their  

entertainment.  Family legend tells that in order to farm that first year, our great grandfather traded 40 acres of land for a 

horse to a pioneer family passing through the area. 

 

     Robert and Sarah Finch reared 11 children and in addition to farming, Robert established a broom factory producing 

brooms from broomcorn raised on the farm.  Also he established an Osage orange nursery to product hedge plants, 

which he sold to other pioneer families to plant for fences.  Remnants of the nursery exist on land that is currently owned 

by Curt Campbell.    

 

     My grandfather, Robert Finch, Jr. farmed and was an officer in the Ambia Bank.  My grandmother was May Homan 

and she was a graduate of John Greer College in Hoopeston and operated a small shop in Ambia before her marriage in 

1897.  She became the mother of two daughters but only my mother Mabel survived to adulthood.  It was during the con-

struction of their new home that May became ill and died.  Mabel was two at the time.  Mabel married Lawrence Weber 

in 1924 and moved to his farm at Buckley.  They returned to the Ambia farm in 1934 and lived there until their death.  

Three children were born of the marriage but only my brother Leon and I survived to adulthood.   

 

     In addition to me, other descendents of Robert and Sarah Finch who still own part of the original Finch land are 

Stephen Blackwell and Randy Weber.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 (continued on next page)) 

WE NEED YOUR IROQUOIS COUNTY STORIES  

     We called for your Iroquois County stories in 2006 and had a good response.  We compiled the stories and had them 

made into a book called ñStories by People of Iroquois Countyò.  Again we called for your stories in 2007 and had even 

more stories that the year before.  This time the book was called ñMore Stories by People of Iroquois Countyò.   

 

     Time had a way of slipping past us and here we are 3 years later already.  We would like to make another book this 

year and once again are asking you to submit stories and pictures of your memories in Iroquois County.  You can submit 

as many stories as you would like.  After all, YOUR STORIES ARE IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORY!   

 

     This project made for a good fundraiser as everyone likes to read stories of their friends, neighbors and acquaintances.   

If you havenôt picked up your copies of the past 2 books, it still isnôt too late.  These books make great presents for those 

hard to buy for people on your gift list.  Book #1 ñStories by People of Iroquois Countyò has 89 pages and sells for 

$8.00.  Book #2 ñMore Stories by People of Iroquois Countyò has 101 pages and sells for $10.00.  A small price to pay 

for some enjoyable reading of people you know while pertaining to the history of Iroquois County.  Can you think of a 

better way to get the history written down and documented?   

 

     The two stories below, written by the Pearsonôs, will be included in Book #3 and gives you an idea of what we are 

looking for.  They can be as long or as short as you like, you can include pictures and submit as many stories as you 

would like.  The future generations will enjoy these books very much especially YOUR CHILDREN, GRAND-

CHIDREN AND GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN.   You will be leaving a great legacy for them through your writings for 

these books.  PLEASE SUBMIT THEM NO LATER THAN MAY 1 .  We thank you in advance and will be waiting 

their arrival. 
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(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY (continued from page 3) 

 CLASS HISTORY 
By Robert Pearson 

Members 

     The class began study at WHS in the fall of 1948 with nine members. They were Aldine Bruens, Jac Clements, Barbara Crook, 

Howard Huff, Betty Field, Robert Pearson, Leona Reder, Joan Rethelford and Don Yergler. 

     Aldine Bruens family moved to Cissna Park after her freshman year and she finished High School at Cissna Park.  Howard 

ñFroggyò Huff was killed in a car accident on the narrow slab on the cross road between Hallock and Greer on the Sunday before the 

Monday school started for the junior year.  

     The remaining seven class members continued together until graduation. This was one of the smallest classes to graduate from 

Wellington High School. This zero turnover in class membership is unheard of today. This class was born in 1933-34 in the depth of 

the depression and the period with the lowest birth rate since the start of the country up to that date. 

     Five of the class members lived on farms and only Jac and Barbara live in Wellington. Leona lived in Lovejoy Twp. but attended 

Wellington grade school. The grade schools in Prairie Green Twp. had not completely consolidated and Don, Betty, Joan, and Robert 

went to country grade schools before coming to Wellington in the fall 1948. 

     The High School had one bus and the driver was Ray Voyles. He started out of Wellington picking up students West of town first 

one week and would reverse the route and pick up students East first the next week.  You always liked to be picked up later because 

in the winter the bus would be cold and take a long time to warm up.  There was no air conditioning in the spring and fall but we did 

not mind the heat since we did not have air conditioning at home or at school.  

 

Senior Trip 
     The class considered a trip to Washington D.C. but because of the cost the class went to Biloxi,  Mississippi. The train was the 

main source of travel before the interstates and the development of the airline industry. We boarded the New York Central in  

Danville and transferred on to the L&M railroad at Nashville Tennessee and on to Biloxi from there. Train travel was on time and 

the connections were good. This was the longest trip most of the class had taken up to that time growing up during WWII. The total 

cost per person including travel and rooms for the six day trip was $129 per person and enough had been earned during the four 

years to pay every ones expenses and the chaperone Marge Volyes. 

 

Academics 
     The school day started at 8:30 and ended at 3:30 and was divided into 7 periods of 50 minutes with 5 minutes to change class and 

a half hour for lunch.  We were half kidding Curtis Alexander once during lunch that we should have a longer lunch hour. He told us 

the average high school student eats lunch in 5 minutes and 10 at the most and he was right. Each student had a desk in the study 

hall, the classes sat together and the seniors sat on the north side and the freshman sat on the south side. Unlike todayôs students we 

did not have to carry large book bags to and from school. 

     The requirement was that a student must take four subjects each year and 16 were required for graduation. The three other periods 

were for music, gym or study hall. Certain subjects were required for graduation for example you were required to take four years of 

English, two years of History, one year of Biology and one year of General Science. If you wanted to go to college you were  

required to take Math, Chemistry and Physics. Typing was an elective but all students took at least one year and those headed for the 

business world took two years. General business, short hand and bookkeeping were popular electives as well as Agriculture and 

Home Economics. 

     General Science and Agriculture were taught by Joe McGann for three years and Forrey Clay our senior year. Joe taught the class 

General Science our freshman year and would have ñpopô quizôs which after the first one we realized were after the assignment of a 

new chapter.  The class knew what was coming and after that everyone applied him or herself and got a great deal out of the class. 

Most of the boys were from farms and took agriculture but every boy took shop the junior year. In the shop class we would build 

something and our class each built a cedar chest for our mothers, which was very nice.  Once a saw was carelessly laid down near a 

vice. Later Joe spotted the saw and proceeded to lecture the entire class vigorously on tool care. Needless to say we were all more 

careful from that time forward. 

     The Wellington Dukes basketball team had a winning season our freshman year but after that our record was below 500. The 

cheerleaders our senior year were Joan Rethelford, Sally Edwards and Arsene Adsit.  The track team won many meets and Jac 

Clements was a distance runner and high jump winner and Don Yergler was a winning sprinter from our class. We did have an  

outstanding baseball team our junior year when a sophomore pitcher transferred from Cissna Park. He had a fastball that make the 

batters tremble. The umpire at the time Francis Swander said he never saw a high school student with such a powerful fastball and 

curve. Francis Swander predicted that he would go directly to the major league after high school. Unfortunately during our senior 

year he had some personal problems and did not play part of the season. 

     Francis Swander and Roselind Trocin were Commercial teachers during our time at Wellington. Underwood manual typewriters 

were used and you had to type 35 words per minute to pass first year typing.  It was hard for some of the uncoordinated boys to pass 

while several of the girls could type nearly twice as fast. The good typist generally took typing II.  

 

                                                                                                                                                    (continued on page 6) 
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GENEALOGY NEWS 
By Denise Corke, Watseka 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

                                            GENEALOGY NEWS  

 

      Genealogy Library schedule: Open Monday -Friday 10:00am to 4:00pm 

                      Open on Saturday by appointment only, call ahead 

                                                   Closed for Holidays 

 

               

                BOARD MEETINGS - 4th Tuesday of each month at 9:00 am 

                                           http://rootsweb.com~ilicgs 

                                         Email: iroqgene@yahoo.com  

                                                Phone: 815-432-3730 

                                                   Fax: 815-432-2215 

Membership in the Iroquois County Genealogy Society also includes membership 

      In the Iroquois County Historical Society and will be due by Jan. 1, 2009 

Due to the cost of printing and mailing, the dues were raised from $18.00 to $25.00           

           a year, this includes the $15.00 membership dues to the Historical Society. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

After years of trying to get my family interested in genealogy, I finally got a 

Grandson hooked. He proudly send me some of the information that he gathered 

on the internet. I congratulated him on the good work that he did but I could not keep 

from giving him some advise, keep track of your sources, be sure to preserve what you 

know for the benefit of others. 

 

This prompted me to write this page for the Historical Newsletter. 

 

It is unfortunate that the majority of genealogical research conducted by the 

amateur is left to wither on a shelf, or to mildew in a closet or worse, to be put out in 

the garbage with last weekôs leftovers by a disinterested descendant. Many family  

bibles and records are found every day in the garbage or garage sales. 

What a waste of time and effort. 

I have been working on genealogy research for over thirty years but will always  

consider myself an amateur as it is a never ending learning experience. 

When finding new information about that elusive ancestor, up date your records and 

be sure to add names, places and dates of the source. 

Donôt depend on the computer to save everything for you, it is recommended that any 

and all of your genealogical writing be put on acid free paper and copies distributed to 

a library, or local Genealogical and or Historical Society in the area when your sub-

jects lived as well as to the members of your family. 

 

The Iroquois County Genealogical Society will be celebrating their 40th Anniversary 

this year.  Check out our new anniversary charts, ideal for framing and for gift. A 

program on Computer Genealogy Research will be given in the near future, check 

newspapers for dates and time.                 

Denise Fransaer Corke                          
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(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY (continued from page 4) 

          Drama and speech were also important under the direction of Martin Pinkstaff our senior year.  He organized a drama club and 

library club during our senior year.  Several participated and were exposed to speaking contests and library activities not available up 

until that time.    Barbara Crook received the DAR award our senior year and Robert Pearson was in the sectional humorous speak-

ing contest.  The confidence and experience gained by these classes and activities benefited us throughout our lives.  Music was  

important and under the direction of Jane Baker the band marched in the Sweet Corn Festival with our blue uniforms. Several groups 

won in music contest our senior year. These include the clarinet quartet consisting of,  Betty Jane Field, Carol Foxworthy, Leah   

Sollars & Don Knoll. The saxophone trio including Leona Reder, Helen Briggs & Lorna Anderson. Everyone sang in the boy or 

girlôs chorus. The girls trio included Leona Reder, Sally Edwards, & Arsene Adsit. The boyôs quartette included Don Yergler, John 

Carlson, Larry France & Leon Gossett. We were fortunate for a school our size to have an excellent music program. 

     Math, Chemistry and Physics were taught by Gerald Holley and by Russell Ott our senior year. Algebra was taught first generally 

in the freshman year followed by Geometry the sophomore year. You were required to have Algebra before you could take Geome-

try, Chemistry or Physics. Because of the size of the school Physics would be offered one year and Chemistry the next. Gerald  

Holley improved the Chemistry lab with new equipment and provides a stimulus to make Chemistry interesting and meaningful to 

the students. Also since Chemistry and Physics were alternated we got to be in classes with those before and after our graduating 

class. 

     John Kennedy taught English and History our junior year and his ability to make world history alive, interesting and meaningful 

created an interest in history that followed us the rest of our lives. He had the ability to draw us into the time period and make it 

meaningful to our current world. 

     Home Economics and Biology teachers included Ruby Nolan, Jane Byers and Virginia Russell. Biology was a difficulty subject 

for most students because of the technical terms but the teachers all made great progress in improving our knowledge of plants and 

animals. Some of the girls in the class remember with pride the accomplishments in sewing which was a major project and Virginia 

Russell was mentioned for her teaching ability and patience in the sewing area. Cooking was also a project and many times passing 

the Home Economics door smelling some wonderful cookies and pies in the oven.  

 

La Joya 

     Wellington High School had never published a yearbook and the class of 1952 was the first to produce one. At the beginning of 

the senior year at the meeting for election of class officers it was decided that a yearbook book was needed and we could sell adver-

tisement and with the profit from the sale it could help finance our senior trip. Leona Reder came up with the name La Joya meaning 

ñthe jewelò in Spanish. 

     The community supported the yearbook by purchasing ads. All of the seniors participated and they went to the places their 

parents shopped in Wellington, Milford and Hoopeston to sell ads. The following individuals and businesses placed ads: 

 

Wellington 

Lockhart Implement Co. J I Case   Laverenz Garage 

Braden & Boughton Lumber, Grain & Coal  The Wellington State Bank 

Hollenôs Grocery     Voyles Cafe & Grocery 

Hopperôs Plumbing & Heating   Wellington Feed Mill 

Lockhart Grain Co. Grain, Seed & Fertilizer  W.B.Clements Construction Co. 

Clyde Gillins Standard Oil  
 
Milford  

Holmes Motor Co. Massey Harris & New Idea 

Milford Farm equipment Allis Chalmers  Citizens Bank 

Mackemer & McBroom Lumber Co.  Pratt Drug Store 

Milford Herald News    Meyers 

Alexander Lumber Co.    Busy Bee Restaurant 

Jameson & Segur Funeral Home   Milford Building & Loan Assoc. 

W.E. German Farm Machinery & Hudson Cars 

 

Hoopeston 

Dexter & Fournier Trucking   Fronville Jewelers 

McCollumôs Lorrane Theater   Jaynes Barber Shop 

Emery Electric     Dewey Dee  

Dr. J. F. Bonwell     Plamor Bowling Alley 

H.F. Heaton D.D.S.    Georgeôs Department Store 

Worthens     Dollie Ann Beauty Shoppe 

Frank Dornfeld Clothes    Parkway Laundry 

(continued on page 7) 
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(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY (continued from page 6) 

 

Herb Wolter Hatchery    Roberts Produce 

Stokley Foods     Woody Evans Clothes 

Lodge 1227 Loyal Order of Moose   Bunega Produce 

The Wallace Insurance Agency   Hoopeston Sales & Service Ford Cars 

The Ritz      Brownies Bakery 

F.R. Johnson Farm Equip. John Deere  Corner Dress Shop 

 

The social climate 
     The class of 1952 was fortunate to have teachers who were dedicated and well educated, throughout their high school years.  

Since the school was small, the class size was also small which provided for individual instruction.  Also because of the small size 

the teachers knew and had the support of the parents. 

     This period of time after the war when this class was in high school was a period of local businesses, before the nation wide dis-

count stores, interstate highways, television, the Internet and fast food.  The next fifty years because of the changing technology and 

changing demographic brought changes as the following table shows the shift in population over that period. 

 

Population: source US Bureau of Census 
      1950   2000 

 

Wellington    410   264 

Lovejoy Township   747   462 

Prairie Green Township                489   233 

Iroquois County                 33,562   31,334 

United States                 151,325,798  281,421,906 

 

 Prices in 1952 

 

Average price gasoline/gallon   $         .23 

Average price of car    $ 1754.00 

Average price of house    $ 9075.00 

Average price milk/gallon    $         .97 

Average price corn/bushel    $        1.10 

Average price soybeans/bushel   $        2.30 

 Dow Jones average                        270 

 

The rest of the story 
 

The class is fortunate that all seven have survived the fifty years and their offspring total: 

 

 23 children (2 deceased) 

46 grandchildren 

10 great grandchildren 

TOP BIDDERS FOR AFGHANS & PAINTING  

 
Courthouse Painting - Crissy Sabol - - Watseka, IL 

Afghan #1  - - - - - - - Judy Hoppe- --   Milford, IL  

Afghan #2  - - - - - - - Donna Mann  - - Milford, IL  

Afghan #3  - - - - - - - Tondra Mann-Niswander -Onarga, IL 

Afghan #4  - - - - - -    Judy Hoppe  - -  Milford, IL  

Afghan #5  - - - - - - - Mark Stark  - -  - Chebanse, IL 

Afghan #6  - - - - - - - Tondra Mann-Niswande -Onarga, IL 

Afghan #7  - - - - - - -  Susan Wynn Bence  - -   Watseka, IL 

 

We would like to thank everyone who bid on these items.   

PLEASE HELP US WITH THE 

AMPLIFIER CHALLENGE AND 

SEND IN WHATEVER YOU  

CAN AFFORD.   

 

START GATHERING UNUSED 

ITEMS FOR OUR SPRING FLEA  

MARKET 

 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP! 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Accession Committee  Jean Hiles, Wilma & Rolland Light; Catherine Williams 

GIFT DONATIONS  
Monetary donations 

 

VFW Post #7450 

VFW Ladies Aux. Post #7450 

Anonymous 

Mel Bohlmann 

Griffin Trust 

Anonymous 

Charlotte & Michael Farrell 

Jean Hiles 

Krones 

Royal Neighbors of America  

(Camp 179) 

Adsit Farms (Nickolas & Roxanne) 

Edna & Don Ruth 

Vince OôBrien 

Watseka, IL 

Watseka, IL 

 

Valparaiso, IN 

Main Source Bank 

 

Morris, IL 

Watseka, IL 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Wellington, IL 

Danforth, IL 

Greenbrae, CA 

Marcia & Dean Schippert 

Carol & Bill Rench 

June Dehlin 

Arnold & Mary Pfingsten 

Elaine Brown 

Iroq. Co. Retired Teachers 

Fredna Glover 

Princess Onarga Questers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milford, IL  

Sheldon, IL 

Watseka, IL 

Watseka, IL 

Gilman, IL 

Iroquois County 

Milford, IL  

Gilman, IL 

*******************************************************************************************

Watseka, IL 

Watseka, IL 

Milford, IL  

 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Sheldon, IL 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Milford, IL  

 

Indianapolis, IN 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Watseka, IL 

Mike Janssen 

Craig Franklin 

Eilbert (Jr.) Buhr 

 

Anonymous 

 

Ella Haberkorn 

 

Brent LaReau 

 

 

Blanche Swedlund 

 

Susan Butler 

 

Rita Focken 

 

 

Glen DeValk 

 

Denise Corke 

 

Frank Rosenberger 

 

Robert Brown 

 

 

Jim Lafond 

 

 

Iroq. Memorial Hospital 

 

Watseka Farmers Grain 

 

Volunteer labor 

Snow duty 

Snow duty 

 

4 Seed Bags; 1 Bank Bag from Nova Scotia 

 

Painting of Coler elevator at Eastburn Hollow by Ella Haberkorn 

 

6 older U.S. History Books-some from Holy Family Academy in 

     Beaverville, IL 

 

Ether mask, surgical scissors, ether bottle-possibly Dr. Donovanôs 

 

7 Metro Magazines 1941 & 1942 

 

Numerous items from the Focken family, Coash family, Ahrends 

family, Muller family;  Howe family & Vieley family 

 

Derby hat & receipt owned by C. W. Raymond 

 

Paper fasteners and pen accessories 

 

Centennial Edition of the Iroquois County Newspaper 

 

Pictures, awards, books, diploma and graduation programs, and 

chemistry workbook- - - all belonged to Ruth Rhuede 

 

2 photos of Frigon School Dist. #3 with names.  Photos from  

Frank & Martha Lambert  

 

Old cane wheelchair 

 

5 Books of minutes from Watseka Farmers Grain Elevator; folder 

with elevator surveys and other misc. papers. 

Donations Other Than Monetary 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  (continued) 

Accession Committee (continued from page 8) 

Donations other than monetary 

1937 Wedding dress & slip 

of Jane Thorp 

 

Old Cissna Park Newspa-

pers 

 

Christmas Decorations 

 

Prairie Green Twp. April 

1963 election poll book 

 

Christmas decorations and 

tree lights 

 

Old Bible of Kenneth (Doc) and Nellie Bartlett 

 

U. S. 48 star flag; 5 Honolulu Star Bulletin news 

papers of the bombing of Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941 

 

Christmas decorations 

 

Repair organ stool and piano bench and recover stool 

 

***********************************************  

Linda Thorp Barney 

 

 

Arvella McManis 

 

 

Ruth Ann Molnar 

 

Vivian Ziebart 

 

 

June Dehlin 

 

 

Marilyn St. Germain 

 

Jim Ping 

 

 

Ginny Lee 

 

Paul & Stephanie Bowers 

 

*************************  

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Wellington, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

Watseka, IL 

 

 

Milford, IL  

 

Milford, IL  

 

**************  

A  CHALLENGE 

  
     We are in a dire need for an amplifier for our court-

room sound system.  The amplifier weôve been using has 

been used for many years and has now decided it is ñworn 

outò.  In checking we have found it would cost more to 

repair it than to buy a new or gently used one.  A sound 

system is much needed as we put on our many  

activities and concerts in the courtroom and it is also used 

outside at Harvest Daze.  We had to rent the sound  

system last year for Harvest Daze and that rental could 

have made quite a dent in the cost of a new amplifier.  Yet 

at this time we have no extra funds to purchase one.  We 

found we can purchase an amplifier comparable to the one 

weôve been using for around $480.00.   

The Good News! 

     We have a silent donor who is willing to match up to 

$200.00 in needed funds for an amplifier.  Our challenge 

to you now is for our members and friends to help us with 

whatever size donation they can afford to send.  It is our 

hope we will receive enough donations that we will  

qualify for the matching contribution from our  

ñChallengerò. 

   If you can help, please send in your donation ASAP as 

we need to purchase this before our 2010 programs begin. 

BEGGARôS KORNER 
 

     The late Dorrance Albright, as a member of the Acces-

sions Committee, wrote the ñBeggarôs Kornerò for our 

newsletter whenever he saw a need for items for the  

museum.  Dorrance knew how to write a ñcatchyò article 

and always managed to ñbring inò those needed items 

through donations to the museum.   

      

     We miss Dorrance so and he is a hard person to follow 

but we will do the best we can in his footsteps for the good 

of the museum.   

 

     Items we are looking for: 
 

     a porcelain wall mount sink for the menôs washroom 

 

     mannequins of all sizes and shapes 

 

    commercial  hot dog steamer for the Red Barn  

 

     commercial popcorn machine for the Red Barn 

 

     $$$$$ for matching funds challenge for amplifier 

 

    Unwanted items donated for our flea market 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued from page 10) 

ART GALLERY by Marilyn Wilken, Art Chairwoman 

      Local artist, Barbara Pool, a Bourbonnais resident, has her collection of watercolor paintings on display during January/February 

2010 .  This gathering of paintings contains landscapes, florals, portraits and pets.  Ms. Pool has been painting since retirement three 

years ago.  She has studied with several well known watercolor instructors including local artist Jan Boelte.  Ms. Poolôs paintings are 

for sale. 

     An open house and reception with the artist was held on Saturday, January 9.  Following is a statement written by Barbara Pool: 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF ART 

     When I paint I escape this world and it is like riding in the hot air balloon in that you see things from a different perspectiveð

sometimes both close up and the big picture at the same time.  I love the flow of paint and water and the surprise blends in mixing 

different beautiful paint.  It stirs your imagination and gives such a stimulating richness to ordinary subjects.  To capture the source 

of light in a painting is essential and hopefully I have done this.  Again, painting is one of the greatest hobbies, avocations, and  

perhaps vocations in this world.  I have the feeling for the subjects and hopefully this comes through in the paintings.  I have about 

3,000 hours at most of experience when one needs about 10,000 hours to really arrive in art and be professional (according to OUT-

LIERS).  So, I have begun a wonderful journey.                         Barbara Pool 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

 

During the months of January and February, Carol Strosinski of 

Watseka has some of her ñSnowmenò teapots on display.  Carol has an extensive collec-

tion of teapots and these are just a few of them.  Carol has also displayed some of her tea-

pot collection several years ago. 


