(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY

ICE BOXES
by Helen CrowWatseka

Do you remember when most households had an ice
anxiously for your first grey hair.

Those ice boxes were a marvel of insulation, with thick doors, exteriors of stout oak, and they had sturdy
handles which locked solidly. They did surprisingly well at preserving a block of ice for several days. Usuall
the ice box was placed in a room of the house wh
predated the ice box for preserving food. It was built into the old heasestimes it was just a heavy
cupboard built over a basement area, and sometimes it was a small room with thick wooden cupboards, all
designed away from kitchen heat. Many homes had
built a |ittle distance from the house. The ol d
unpleasant, as the odor of fresh milk, pies, fried chicken stored in them between meals had permeated the
wood.

The ice box required a block of ice about three times a week, and this was delivered by the ice man. He
would pick up the block of ice from the truck bed with tongs, and would chip a little off the block as a special
treat for children who ran from play to greet him. Nobody ever considered the germy environment of those
chunks of ice placed in little hands of grubby children who had been outside playing all day in dirt, nor of the
dirty truck bed, nor of the ice itself which had been cut out of a pond in the winter. The ice man carried the ic
to the ice box where he would stand balancing the ice while he chipped away at the corners to make it fit the
interior of the box.

The housewife had been given several cards, and would use the one appropriate to the amount of ice she
could use on the delivery day to put in her front window.

Johnsonés store in Donovan cut ice every winter
packed in sawdust, in a tall, narrow wooden building behind their store. Each block was cut a little larger tha
would be used in the ice box. Thick timbers were used in the ice house construction. A chute was built into
to shunt the ice down to a door which opened so ice would go to the bed of the delivery truck.

Sheldon too had an ice house, but it was so small it hardly served the population there-pastmead
There was a |l arger ice house north and west of M
Matthewson. The pond was on his land. Later, Ainsworth would supplement his supply of ice at the end of
the summer when the ice cut from the pond would dwindle to where he could not supply his Milford
customers.

Wat seka had an ice house owned by @Red-&novtremwf or
terprising Watsekans. ARedod owned two separate
Par k. o To supplement the ice cut from the two p
Sugar Creek, and would drag them up the bank using a team of horses. Jim Sampson reports that he used
swim in those ponds in summer; they always had w

Late in his life, Herb Crawford told this tale about those ice ponds. His Dad had an innovative idea that
they might spare themselves all that work cutting ice into blocks if they strung electric wires into the pond an
then when they threw a switch the heated wires would cut the ice! They did it. Tbentinued on page 2)
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] eaﬁcﬁi‘fsss_'cg‘a%%rr’i‘rgtm"ams hastened to remove the wires before the populace

Wilma & Rolland Light Awi sed upo to the cause o
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A man named Ainsworth came then to Watseka
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. Museum Staff ~and built an ice plant fronting on 5th St. He used
Judy Ficke, Off'gi r’;’{ﬁ;‘g%‘;[i :;_d Newsletter Editor glectricity to freeze the blocks of ice, and he deliv-
Stephanie Bowers, Ginny Lee, Rose Kaufman ered to thfa last of the ice box customers in the
195006s. By that time eve

Parttime Housekeeping:

Becky Hiles & Monica Lee erators, and the REA had furnished electricity to lo-

cal farmers. This caused the era of the ice boxes to
become a little segment of our history.
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sponsored by the Irog. Co. Historical Society

As part of the continued effort to raise funds to support the Old Courthouse Museum, the historical society will host
carnival May 20tk2 3 r d . I't will be | ocated on the West side of
Amusements from Fairbury, IL will offer more than 14 rides, games and all of your favorite carnival foods for the young
and young at heart!

During the carnival, the historical society will join with the Iroquois County Genealogical Society to host a Bake
Wal k/ Bake Sal e. It is the hope of the historical so
Welcome Summer Celebration with more events being added each year.

On Thursday May 20, all rides are $1.50;Friday, May 22 is Buddy2ages for the price of one; Sat. May 22 and
Sun. May 23, Unlimited rides-3 p.m. $15.00 per person per session.

The Iroquois County Historical Society looks forward to seeing everyone out for a fun filled family weekend.

THEREOGS STILL TI ME
TO BUY YOUR TICKETS ----- but not much time!

The ATwice As Niceo concert on May 23 is going to b
presenting a uniqgue combination of musical excellence with the dueling grand @ah®dNatural High. Pat Neal and
her sister, Cyndy Schmohe of Marysville, Ohio will thrill you with their amazing two piano duets and A Natural High
will do just thatforyod -y ou wonodét | eave the courtroom without feel
high energy Southern Gospel selections. The elevator is available to take concert guests to the courtroom and refresr
ments will be served in the Victorian Parlor after the concerts. You will also have a chance to talk with the performers
this time.

Seating is limited. Performances are at 2 p.m. and at 4:30 p.m. Tickets are $10. See below for ticket availability.



