
  

 

This is one more story on the subject of the Orphan Train. 

 

The Lives of 5 Orphans 
By Helen Crow 

Watseka, IL 

 
In the winter of 1919 the flu epidemic stalked the world. Iva Crow, aged 30, mother of  5 chil-

dren, living in a log cabin in Missouri with her husband Horace, wore herself out caring for all the sick. 

She suffered a severe stroke that took her life a few days later. The neighbors who lived close, admired 

and respected the family, and for several months they attempted to help care for the children, who 

ranged in age from 2 to 12 years. The 2 year old named Hannah was the only girl. 

 The dazed young father decided he must put the 4 boys in an orphanage in St. Louis. He took 

the little girl to his sisterôs in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 This became, then, the story of each of the five children. 

 

Cecil 
 Cecil, the oldest, was taken from ñthe Homeò several times. He suffered greatly from a lack of 

love in his life. He stayed at one place a very short time when Cecil, having always being hungry  

because there was never enough food at the orphanage, reached for the last piece of pie when it looked 

like no one else wanted it. He was slapped and told, ñYou donôt need to think ever that you can eat more 

than one piece of pie here. You are just here to work.ò  Cecil packed his things and walked back to the 

orphanage that night. He stayed longer at another place and finished the 8th grade. Studies were easy for 

him and he graduated with a scholarship for 2 years in a teaching academy. He was also given the DAR 

award for good citizenship. It was the proudest time in his life. 

 This high point came to an abrupt end when the family returned home that night and the farmer 

said, ñNow you must understand right now that you are not going any farther in school. You are here to 

work.ò Again Cecil packed his belongings and walked back to the orphanage. 

            He eventually, ended up in St. Paul, MN where his Aunt Florence lived. He sold pencils and ap-

ples on street corners. His aunt found him there. She found him work and gave him a home to live. 

 Due to all the hardships of his life Cecil lost the ability to talk but he was blessed with a high IQ. 

He became a very successful farmer and an accountant for the local school.  Gradually he recalled his 

years with his own mother, father, brothers and sister. It was his coping mechanism that helped him   

survive the pain of his teen years. Because of his failing health he was told to leave the farm.  He  

decided to go back to school and earned his degree in accounting.  Cecil was an accountant for the 

Methodist College in St. Paul until he passed away. 

 

Willard  
 Next oldest among the five orphans was Willard, an attractive quiet boy. A couple from Toledo, 

IL adopted him. He was the only one of the five who was adopted. The couple really wanted him and 

tried to get his sister too when they saw Willardôs grief at the separation from his baby sister. Willard 

died suddenly when he was in the 6th grade of a ruptured appendix and they didnôt pursue the adoption 

of Hannah after that. 

 

Walter  

 The third child was Walter who remembered bitterly the day their father left them on the front 

steps of the orphanage and walked away. He was only about 6 years old and carried a ñchip on his shoul-

derò all his life. Walter was first sent to a couple in Chicago where he stayed only a week. The woman 

insisted he called her ñMotherò but he said, ñYou are not my mother. They buried her under a pine tree.ò 

                                                                                                                             (continued on page 6 )                            
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Management Board 

Chmn. - Rolland LightðSheldon 

Sec. Marilyn Miller - Papineau 

Jean Hiles - Watseka 

Jack Swan - Watseka 

Paul Bowers - Milford  

Betty Busick - Watseka 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

Historical - last Tues. of each month - 7:00 p.m. 

Management - 7:00 p.m. ð meets quarterly last 

Monday before Historical Board Meeting 

Next meeting April 27, 2009 

*****************************************  

Accession Committee 

 Helen Crow; Jean Hiles; 

Wilma &  Rolland Light 

(meets 1st & 3rd Tues. of each month) 

*****************************************               

Museum Staff 

Judy Ficke, Office Manager and Newsletter Editor 

Part-time office; 

Stephanie Bowers, Ginny Lee, Rose Kaufman  

Part-time Housekeeping; 

Becky Hiles 

IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY  

ñOld Courthouse Museumò 

103 W. Cherry St.  Watseka, IL  60970 

Phone & Fax  815-432-2215 

                      Email:  ichs2215@mchsi.com 

www.oldcourthousemuseum.org 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Historical Society Board Officers & Members 

Pres.  Rolland Light - Sheldon 

V. Pres. Jean Hiles - Watseka 

Sec. Marilyn Wilken - Danforth 

Treas. Bob Ficke - Cissna Park  

Blanche Swedlund - Watseka   genealogy rep. 

Shirley Haberkorn - Watseka 

Lenore Tebo - Donovan 

Helen Crow - Watseka 

 Joyce Franklin - Watseka 

 Wilma Light - Sheldon 

Silas & Marlene Light - Watseka 

Jean Loy - Beaverville 

Paul Bowers  - Milford  

David Hiles - Milford  

Elaine BrownðGilman 

Robin BrownðWatseka 

Vicki Webster  - Sheldon 

Sherry Johnson - Watseka 

Denise Corke - Watseka     genealogy rep. 

Arlaina JanowskiðSheldon 

***********************************************

IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESSééé. 

 

 éé..that we report the death of Dorrance G.  

Albright.  He was born in 1921 and raised in 

Iroquois County on a farm about 5 miles north-

east of Donovan.  He was 87  years old at the 

time of  his death.   

     Dorrance was a 

Life Member of the  

Historical Society, on 

the governing boards 

of the society, held 

officer positions on 

both boards as well as 

serving on many  

committees over the 

years.   A very knowl-

edgeable person,  he was always available to 

answer questions and guide the society through 

difficult times.                                                                      

He was a very vital cog in the Historical  

Society wheel. 

     Dorrance left this world and his friends on  

Halloween, Oct. 31, 2008 after a short illness.  

Ironically this was the last day of Dorranceôs 

Dungeon at the ñOld Courthouse Museumò  

which was so named because of an idea he had 

several years ago.  Unfortunately this was the 

first year it came into being and Dorrance  

wasnôt able to see what materialized from his 

idea. 

     The Iroquois County Historical Society staff 

and Board Members thank Dorrance post-  

humously for everything he has done not only 

for the Historical Society but for the  

community as well, through the numerous  

organizations he belonged to and all the friends 

he made- - - helping wherever he could be of 

help. 

     Dorrance was the grant writer for the  

society several years back (until he decided to 

pass that job on to me).  He wrote many  

articles for the Historical Society newsletter 

including the ñBeggarôs Kornerò column.  

Along with his ñbegginò and wry sense of  

humor, it always brought results.  He was an 

inspiration to all who knew him but more  

importantly a friend.   

The Historical Society lost a great friend and 

he will be missed by all of us.   
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

ROLLAND LIGHT - SHELDON 

     Here is it 2009 and I am writing my first column as your new president.  The past year (2008) 

was, for the most part, a good year.  Harvest Daze was a huge success.  Joyce Franklin, chairman of   

Harvest Daze did her usual excellent job of organizing the two days and to make it perfect was two 

days of beautiful weather.  We had a first class group of crafters, a car show, antique tractors,  

Victorian Room bake sale, entertainment, and of course, the Red Barn served those delicious 

ñWorldò famous Barbeque sandwiches. 

     I would like to dedicate the rest of my column to a good friend, Dorrance Albright.  Dorrance, as 

you may or may not know was a most valuable member of the Iroquois County Historical Society.  

He wrote several interesting articles for the newsletter, served as chairman of the Management  

Committee for several years, served on many different committees and was a wealth of information 

as he served on the accessioning committee.  His recollections of Iroquois County History of years 

gone by was both interesting and valuable.  He told us stories from his WWII service, having served 

in George S. Pattonôs army, sweeping up through Italy and advancing into Germany.  His unit liber-

ated some concentration camps.  He didnôt want to talk much about them.  Dorranceôs ñBeggarôs 

Kornerò column in our newsletter was always interesting reading with his sense of humor and more  

importantly, it brought results.  We are in the process of looking for someone to take over ñBeggarôs 

Kornerò for Dorrance.  Might you be that person?  Please call us if you would like to help out in this 

area .   

     Dorrance was a very successful businessman and a great people person.  He will be greatly 

missed.  

     See you all in the next newsletter. 

     Rolland Light, President 

********************************************************************************  

EDITORôS COLUMN 
      This may well be the last 20 page newsletter you will be getting from us for awhile as we try to 

cut back on our expenditures.  Just as everyone else in this time of our failing economy, our  

expenditures are way above the amount of income coming in.   As mentioned many times previously, 

the cost of printing and mailing a 20 page newsletter comes close to $1,000 each mailing.  This  

disappoints us greatly that we may have to cut back on the newsletter as this is our only way of  

communicating to our members across the United States.  I know how much the newsletter is  

welcomed and enjoyed as many notes come across my desk telling us so.  We kept trying to hold off 

on this cutback but it looks as though the time is here.  We had to take a closer look at all the  

expenditures and unfortunately the newsletter was one.   

     Again I come to each of our members asking:  IF you have email and IF you would consider 

getting the newsletter by this means, please email us with your email address to let us know you 

would receive your newsletter in this manner.  For those of you who have already responded  

previously, you need not do it again.  If we receive enough we could possibly cut back on the printing 

and mailing expenses and still keep the newsletter comparable to the 20 pages you are used to  

getting. 

     We understand that many of our members do not have email let alone computers.  Do not worry- - 

-you will still get your newsletters as usual.  Even if you do have email but prefer getting the  

newsletter through the mail, we will do whatever you prefer.  Thank you for your understanding...   
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GENEALOGY NEWS 
By Denise Corke, Watseka - President 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENEALOGY NEWS 

 

Genealogy Library schedule;  Open MondayðFriday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm. 

Open on Saturday by appointment only, call ahead 

Closed for Holidays 

 

BOARD MEETINGSð4TH Tuesday of each month at 9:00 am. 

http://rootsweb.com~ilicgs 

Email: iroqgene@yahoo.com 

Phone:  815-432-3730 

Fax:  815-432-2215 

Membership in the Iroquois County Genealogy Society also includes membership in the Iroquois 

County Historical Society and will be due by Jan. 1, 2009.   

Due to the cost of printing and mailing, the dues were raised from $18.00 to $20.00 

a year, this includes the $10.00 dues to the Historical Society. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

     As the end of the year 2008 is near, we look back at the many ways we helped our researchers find 

the information that they needed to climb their Family Tree. 

     We completed the projects of indexing the records of the Immaculate Conception Church in Gilman 

and also the Woodworth Church records and the Coronerôs Inquests.  Many names have been added to 

our research material.  We started indexing the early 1900ôs Iroquois County Census Records and hope 

to have these done and ready for research or sale this coming year. 

     On Saturday June 21st we presented a program on researching in the countries of Western Europe 

and had open library, this program was well attended.  On June 24th we joined the Historical Society in 

promoting Sidewalk Sales and set up an outside table for the sale of books and materials. We repaired 

and updated our microfilm readers/printers. 

     Again this year, we participated in the Harvest Daze Celebrations, our open library attracted many.  

We heard many stories about problems in finding that elusive ancestor, several signed up for our next 

class which was given in November. 

     One of our major projects was to reprint the Portrait and Biographical Records and the Original Land 

Purchases Books of Iroquois County; these were printed and made ready for sale in July.  We have just a 

few left for sale; these would make a great Christmas present for the Genealogist in your Family. 

     Newly arrived additions to our library are : Burkeôs American Families with British Ancestry, Grand 

Army of the Republic Transcriptions of the Death Rolls 1879-1947, Indian Civil War Veterans, also 

Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska Civil War Veterans, A scrapbook of pictures gathered from The Kentland 

Democrat of WWII service men and women. 

     Our annual meeting held on November 1st beginning with a program on Computer Genealogy.  On 

November 8th we offered a ñone on oneò program on how to use the several Genealogy Programs that 

are available. 

     I want to take this opportunity to thank all our members and volunteers for the help given to me in the 

last two and one half years as President of the Society.  I feel that we accomplished a lot and that I am 

leaving the Presidentôs job in good hands. 

     At the Annual meeting, we voted to nominate Mary Buhr as president, Mary Tilstra as Vice  

President, Blanche Swedlund and Denise Corke as representatives to the Historical Board and Delores 

Stemke as Director. 

 

Denise Fransaer Corke 
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MORE NEWS FROM GENEALOGY  

 
     The Iroquois County Genealogy society will be putting together a cookbook for our 40th anniversary. 

     We would like to gather recipes that your grandmother or even great-grandmother used to make.  We 

are looking for recipes of your ethnic background; foods you ate as a child. 

     As you enter a recipe we would like your name, state, and whose recipe it originally was.  (Such as:  

Mary Buhr, Illinois in memory of my mother Clara Allen.)  Then please give the ethnic background for 

the recipe such as French, German, Pioneer American, Early East Coast American, Belgian, Italian, 

Southern, English, etc. 

     You may enter as many recipes as you wish.  You may e-mail them to us at iroqgene@yahoo.com or 

mail them to Iroquois County Genealogy Society  103 W. Cherry St.  Watseka, IL  60970.  Email is  

preferred and quickest to have the recipes arrive. 

     If the recipe is in the original handwriting or language you may scan it and e-mail it to us and we can 

print it in that form.   

     All recipes MUST be turned in by September 1, 2009.  We hope to have the book ready for 

 Christmas giving 2009. 

     In order to give us an idea of how many books to print, you may request that we reserve copies for 

you.  Just call the office at 815-432-3730 or add the request or the number of copies you want when you 

send in a recipe.  You donôt have to be a member of the Iroquois County Genealogy Society to submit a 

recipe or reserve a book. 

************************************************************************************

NEW ARRIVALS FOR THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 
     The long awaited for Tastes and Tales of Iroquois County cookbooks have 

arrived in time for Christmas gift giving.  (unfortunately this newsletter didnôt get 

out in a timely manner.)  The books arrive just before Thanksgiving and have been 

selling at a fast pace.  Two hundred books were ordered and about half of them 

have been sold already.  If you are interested, please get yours now while they are 

still available.  The book, as the title indicates, not only has recipes but ñtalesò as 

well from those submitting recipes.  These tales could be for example ñThis recipe 

came from my great-grandmother and has been passed down through the generations.  It is still a  

favorite of the family.ò  Quite a few pictures were submitted and have been included in the cookbook 

along with a brief history of Iroquois County and the ñOld Courthouse Museumò; how things were 100 

years ago and other stories of days gone by.  There are over 400 pages in this cookbook which we  

produced not only as a fundraiser but a way of preserving the history of Iroquois County through recipes 

of those who came before us as well as passing our recipes along to the future generations.   

     The cookbook sells for $12.00 if you pick it up here at the museum.  If  it needs to be mailed, please 

include another $2.00 for the postage.   

 

       This year, after quite a few years, we have a newly designed sweatshirt & 

T-shirt.  The design is of a tree with the names of all the towns in Iroquois 

County on the leaves of the trees (front & back sides).  The T-shirt comes in 

one color which is Texas Orange and with the sweatshirt there is a choice of 

the Texas Orange color as well as a Mint Green color.  The sweatshirts sell 

for $22.00 for the small,  medium, large and extra large and $24.00 for the 

2XX and 3XXX sizes.  

 T-shirts sell for $12.00 for the regular sizes and $14.00 for the larger sizes.  
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Walter was declared unsuitable and sent back to the orphanage,  He was then sent to a couple in Linton, 

IN who was older.  He was made to work in the coal mines at the age of 16; a job Walter really disliked 

and vowed to leave there as soon as possible.        

            Walter entered the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) and learned essential forestry as they 

planted trees and built cabins in state parks. He worked there until he joined the army. Walter had sent 

his money to the Linton Bank while in the army so he would have money saved up to buy a truck to go 

into the trucking business after the War but his foster parents had taken it all. 

 Later in his life, he had throat surgery and lost his voice box. He had such determination to 

speak that he taught himself to speak from his diaphragm by reading Shakespeare. A Ft. Wayne, IN  

hospital made videos of his success to encourage others with the same problems. Walter remained a  

person of valiant character and great natural wit his whole life. 

 

Ivan 
 Ivan was probably 3 years old when his mother died. He was in the orphanage a short time when 

someone brought him to Watseka to live with Mayo and Irene Joslin. They had asked for a school age 

boy. Ivan was given Walterôs birth date by the orphanage, who was two years older than Ivan, thus mak-

ing him 4 years old when he started school. His 1st grade teacher realized how young he was and she 

took special care of him. He talked highly of her all his life. 

 Later in Ivanôs growing years, Mayo became mean to Ivan. One morning as Irene and Ivan were 

eating breakfast, Mayo went to the barn and shot himself. The couple was heavily in debt. Irene sold the 

farm, settled the debts and became a housekeeper on a Danforth farm, where 4 young children were 

motherless. She told Ivan he couldnôt come along, so she packed his clothes and told him he was ñon his 

own.ò He was only 14 years old. 

 Ivan decided to look for his family. He was told by a postmaster that his sister, Hannah, was 

living in Leroy, MN. He purchased a bicycle and rode the 500 miles in 5 days to see her. Hannah was in 

touch with Cecil and 2 aunts. Later in 1937, Ivan was given the information that Walter was in LaGro, 

IN.  

 Somewhere in Ivanôs life heôd learned to block out sections of his early foster years that had 

probably been unbearable to him. 

 

Hannah 
 The story of Hannah is especially poignant. Her father was uneasy about leaving a little girl for 

adoption at the orphanage, and he hoped to provide for her later. Hannah was taken to her auntôs in St. 

Paul, MN for a year. Her father returned, took her to IA, left her with a couple and took off to work on 

the railroad. He never returned and was never heard from again. The Boneeôs were friends of Hannahôs 

father and decided to take her to live with them. They changed her name to Shirley and moved to Leroy, 

MN. 

 Mrs. Bonee became ill and became concerned about leaving Shirley (Hannah) so she contacted 

the orphanage and learned of the couple who had adopted Willard only to discover that Willard had 

died. After Mrs. Bonee died, Mr. Bonee took Hannah on his lap and said, ñNow we are orphans to-

gether, you and I, and weôll just stay together.ò This was the first time that Hannah felt loved in her life. 

 Each of these 5 children struggled all their lives with feelings of abandonment from the time 

their mother died. At least they were all comforted greatly at being finally united. 

************************************************************************************  

          We are always looking for writers of stories to go in our (HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY 

section of our newsletter.   If you have any stories to tell about Iroquois County History of the past, we 

would welcome your story.  You may email it or send it by mail and we will see to it that your story gets 

told.  Thank you for your input. 

 

 

Continued from page 1 
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DROP-IN QUILTERôS GROUP NEWS 
 

     The Drop-In Quilterôs Group was formed at the ñOld Courthouse Museumò in conjunction with the Watseka 

Park District as stated in our last newsletter.  This group was formed with plans to put a historical quilt together 

with squares depicting memories of the flood of 2008.  A few women worked diligently to get this quilt finished to 

present to the historical society as a piece of history of the 2008 flood to preserve for future generations.   

     The quilt was finished in time to be displayed at Harvest Daze as well as at the Watseka Park District/Chamber 

of Commerce open house in Sept.  The quilt has not officially been presented to the museum as yet.  Plans are to 

do this soon when members of the Drop-In Quilt Group will gather to make this presentation.   

     Upon finishing the quilt, the women decided to decorate a tree for the historical society Christmas Tree Lane.   

A quilted patchwork tree skirt was next in the making for this group and then came the ornaments and garland- - -  

all made by this small group of women.   

     This group continues to meet on a regular basis and as stated in the past, is open to anyone having an interest in 

quilting and ñtalking quilt talk.ò  They meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m.  Why not join them- - - 

this provides a chance to rid yourself of cabin fever and enjoy each otherôs company. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                 FOR QUILTERS AND OTHERSéé...                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The Watseka Park District and Travel Discoveries of Watseka will be teaming up 

to offer a trip to the Chicago International Quilt Festival on Sat., April 18, 2009.   

The bus will leave Watseka at 8:00 a.m. to arrive at the Rosemont Horizon when 

the doors open.  The day will feature incredible shopping opportunities, exciting 

classes, lectures and special events as well as a wide array of quilts and garments 

on display.   Contact the park  

district at 815-432-3931 or Travel 

Discoveries at 815-432-6121 for 

more information. 

 

********************************************************************************************  

7th & 8th GRADE SCIENCE CLASSES VISIT  

 
     The beginning of school once again brought the 7th & 8th grade science classes from Glenn Raymond School 

to the museum grounds to do studies with  GPSôs.   Mr. Troy Simpson is the teacher.   

     We encourage all teachers to take advantage of the vast resources we have at the ñOld Courthouse Museumò for 

their studies.  Whether it be for a tour of the museum or to actually do research for projects- - - we have it all.   

The one-room school is also available to spend a day to give the students a hands on opportunity to experience how 

Barbara Coffmann, Mary hill Marianne Seibring 


