
   IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

SPECIAL HARVEST DAZE EDITION NEWSLETTER 

and more 

 

If you thought it was Muhammad Aliôs announcement of his retirement from boxing or if you 

knew that Sony introduced the Walkman or even that it was the debut of the Garfield comic 

strip, you were correct butéé 

how about Harvest Daze- - - - 

in 1979 we held the 1st annual Harvest Daze and we are still going strong.  This year we will be 

celebrating our 30th anniversary.  Harvest Daze # 30 is shaping up to be the biggest and most 

exciting so far.   

HARVEST  DAZE 

Oct. 3 & 4 

DO YOU KNOW 

WHAT HAPPENED 

IN 1979? 

          Joyce Franklin ( Harvest Daze coordinator) has been working non-stop to bring a full weekend of 

activities to the area as we celebrate 30 years of our biggest fundraiser.  Now more than ever funds need 

to be raised not only for restoration of this beautiful 1866 historic building but daily operational needs 

as well.   We are striving to follow our mission statement ñto preserve the past for the future generationò.     

You can help by attending this weekend of activities.    We have many new things planned for this 

Harvest Daze as well as all the old favorites.  The following pages will show you some of the things 

planned and then there will be some new things added this year as well.  Plan to join us in the weekend 

activities.  We are scheduling beautiful fall weather.   We have something for everyone and donôt want 

you to be left out. 

Schedule of Events 

Sat. Oct. 3 

9 a.m.                       Opening ceremonies             VFW and American Legion      Bernie Markley, soloist 

                                  Presentation of Quilts 

9:00-4:00 p.m.         Craft Show open 

                                 Red Barn open 

                                 Cruise-In Car Show 
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Sunday Oct. 4 

9 a.m.                             Outdoor Church Service under the tent- - - Pastor Jack Snell, Raub, IN and  

                                       Barbara Lareau on keyboard 

10:00-4:00 p.m.             Craft show opens 

                                       Red Barn opens 

                                       Antique Tractor & Car Show 

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE 

Sat. Oct. 3 

9-9:15       Opening ceremonies VFW, American  

                  Legion and Bernie Markley, soloist 

 

9:15-11      TBA 

 

11-12         Reinhartôs Wild West Show 

 

10-12          Wooden Boxes & Steel Strings 

 

1-2              Natural High 

 

2:30-3:30    Iroquois Community Band 

 

3:30-4        TBA 

Sun. Oct. 4 

9-10                Church Service under tent 

                        Pastor Jack Snell, Raub, IN 

                        Barbara Lareau, keyboard 

 

10-12:30          TBA 

 

12:30-1:30       Iroquois Valley Harmonizers 

 

1:30-2:30         Newton County Band 

 

2:30-3:30          Behold! 

 

3:30-4               TBA 

 

As always we are asking for volunteers for both days.  It takes many to pull of a 

show of this size.  If you are able to help out, please call to let us know where you 

would like to volunteer.   

Also we need donations of BBQ and Taco Meat.  The recipes are included in this 

newsletter for you.  Please call to let us know how many pounds you would be 

donating so we know how to plan.  We would ask that you not freeze the meat this 

year and put it in zip-lock bags to bring it to us.  That way it can be put in the pans 
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to heat and thereôs no clean-up of containers.  Thank you in advance for anything 

you can do to help make this Harvest Daze the biggest and best yet. 

Recipes follow: 

BBQ (for 1pound)                                                                                              Taco Meat (for 1 pound) 

1# ground chuck                                                                                       1#  ground chuck 

1 c. finely chopped onions                                                                        1 pkg. mild taco seasoning  

1/2 green pepperðchop very fine                                                            Brown ground chuck, add 

2 T. Brown sugar                                                                                      seasoning and simmer. 

1 T. vinegar 

2 T.  dry mustard 

1 c. catsup 

Lightly brown ground chuck, onion  

and green pepper.  Drain off fat, add the  

rest of the ingredients.  Simmer on low. 

************************************************************************************  

Harvest Daze is upon us and as in the past we will be asking for your help supporting the Victorian 

Room Bake Sale.  You have been extremely supportive in the past and we look forward to hearing from 

you this year. 

You will receive a postcard in the very near future.  As you probably know, the money generated by the 

Victorian Room Bake Sale is slated for the heat fund which is the Museumôs greatest expense. 

I want to thank you in advance for this yearôs and your past yearôs support. 

                                                   Wilma Light, chairman of the Victorian Room Bake Sale 

************************************************************************************  

Schwanõs Truck will be joining us for another fundraiser for 
the museum at Harvest Daze.  You all came through for us 
when they were in the Watseka Park District parking lot for 
the Historical Society at the Cherry Street Art Fest.  Now we 
need your help again.  They will be parked on the museum 
grounds of the museum, waiting to take your cash and carry 
orders.  If you prefer to order ahead on line, call the museum 
to get the òcodeó so we get the credit for your order.   
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     We are including, on the next several pages, flyers of what will be taking  place during our 2 days of 

Harvest Daze as well as a sheet of raffle tickets.  Again this year, the prizes that are being donated by the 

area businesses are prizes we are sure you will want to win.  The only way you can be a part of this is to 

purchase your raffle tickets.  Send or bring to Harvest Daze a check for $5.00 and you will have 6 

chances to win.  Feel free to make as many copies of the raffle ticket page to give you even more 

chances to win.    

     It is not too late to be a craft vendor for Harvest Daze.  As we mentioned earlier, this year is shaping 

up to be our biggest and best yet.   We know there are many more people out there than we can imagine 

who make hand made items and just have not surfaced in the outside world- - - - - we are providing the 

outlet to showcase these items and make some money while you are at it.  If you havenôt set up a booth 

at Harvest Daze in the pasté..now is the time.  Join in the fun and excitement.   In this special edition 

newsletter we have included a contract for reserving a space and setting up a booth.   

     Maybe you are a car, antique tractor or antique car enthusiast.  Weôve included flyers in this newslet-

ter for your information on these options as well.   

     Again this year we have free entertainment scheduled during both days.  There are still a few slots 

open that we would like to fill.  If you or someone you know, can sing, dance, plays or sings with a 

group, we would love to have them join us.  What a great way to get the name of your group (or individ-

ual) out to the public.  Call us to reserve a time slot. 

************************************************************************************  

While you are browsing all the activities going on at the museum on Sunday Oct. 4, make sure you take 

advantage of this special Watseka Park District offering for your children.   

Watseka W  I  D E   Day of Play 
  

 The Watseka Park District will be hosting a Watseka Wide Day of Play on 

Sunday, October 4 th  from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in conjunction with the Iro-

quois County Historical Societyõs Harvest Daze. The event will be held in the park-

ing lot of the park district and loaded with lots of activities to keep boys and girls 

ages 5-12 entertained and moving for a few hours. The program is designed to 

keep children away from the television and computers and laughing and moving for 

a short time while learning about nutrition and enjoying themselves. There is no 

fee for this event and parents are encouraged to browse the Harvest Daze while 

leaving their children in a secure, fun -filled environment. For more information re-

garding this event contact the Watseka Park District at 815 -432 -3931. 
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