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(HI)STORY OF IROQUOIS COUNTY

Another segment of the history of Iroquois County came alive on May 4th in the courtroom as the
“Golden Age Train Riders’ historical production was performed under the direction of Sally Webb.
The Watseka Park District and the “ Old Courthouse Museum” teamed up once again to bring this bit
of history to our county. Grown up children were portrayed by the “ Golden Age” players, (60 years
and older--several in their 90's). They presented accounts of actua riders of the orphan trains that
passed through the county from 1853-1929. The Orphan Train brought orphaned, abused, neglected
and abandoned children from New Y ork to rural homes in the Midwest. Many of these children were
brought to the Iroquois County area. These true accounts of those now grown orphans will explain
the train ride that changed their lives forever.

The cast included James Tungate as Narrator; Reverend Lytle as Charles Loring Brace; John Gra-
ham as Elliott Hoffman Bobo; Elizabeth Hickman as Hazel Latimore; Joan Marshall as Alice Ayler;
Helen Crow as Claretta Miller; Don Deany as Hazen Armstrong; Mary Bricker as Susan Galbraith;
Rolland Light as a Sheldon resident; Denise Corke as Marguerite Thompson, Don Wene as Tony
Weller; Ted Horner as Lee Nalling and Mary Buhr as Anna Marie Huber.

In June a production of the “Orphan Train” by Aurand
Harriswill be presented as a family theater performance.

It will depict the actual

orphan experience and

adoptions. Thiswill beheldin
the theater area of the new Park District building on June 22nd at 2 p.m. The play is written about
several children’s experiences as orphan train riders and their adoption process. The play isablend
of heart-felt emotions with musical scores and more. Many of the cast members from the Iroquois
County area are family groups working together in this first time effort. The play is directed by Sally
Webb. Seerelated orphan train stories el sewhere in this newsdl etter.



IROQUOIS COUNTY HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
“Old Courthouse Museum”
103 W. Cherry St. Watseka, IL 60970
Phone & Fax 815-432-2215
Email: ichs2215@mchsi.com

www.oldcourthousemuseum.org
L e
Historical Society Board Officers & Members
Pres. Rolland Light - Sheldon
V. Pres. Jean Hiles - Watseka
Sec. Marilyn Wilken - Danforth
Treas. Bob Ficke - Cissna Park
Blanche Swedlund - Watseka
Shirley Haberkorn - Watseka
Lenore Tebo - Donovan
Helen Crow - Watseka
Joyce Franklin - Watseka
WilmaLight - Sheldon
Silas & Marlene Light - Watseka
Jean Loy - Beaverville
Dorrance Albright - Watseka
Paul Bowers - Milford
David Hiles - Milford
Elaine Brown—Gilman
Robin Brown—Watseka
Chuck Gomez—Watseka
Sherry Johnson - Watseka
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Management Board
Chmn. - Rolland Light—Sheldon
Sec. Marilyn Miller - Papineau
Jean Hiles - Watseka
Jack Swan - Watseka
Dorrance Albright—Watseka
Paul Bowers - Milford
Betty Busick - Watseka
++++++HH+
MEETING SCHEDULE
Historical - last Tues. of each month - 7:30 p.m.
Management - 7:30 p.m. — meets quarterly last
Monday before Historical Board Meeting
Next meeting July 28, 2008
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Accession Committee
Dorrance Albright; Helen Crow; Jean Hiles;
Wilma& Rolland Light
(meets 1st & 3rd Tues. of each month)
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Museum Staff
Judy Ficke, Office Manager and Newsdl etter Editor
Stephanie Bowers, Ginny Lee, Rose Kaufman —
part-time office
Paul Bowers— on-call Maintenance
Becky Hiles— Custodian of Cleaning part-time

BON VOYAGE, DAVID

It iswith mixed emotions that we wish
President David Todd and his family bon
voyage. Littledid he know that when they
arrived in Watseka and was asked to join the
Historical Society by Dorrance Albright that
he would become President and he and his
whole family would become so involved in
our Historical Society.

AND.... little did we know that we were
getting such a versatile and talented man to
lead us as we continued our quest for
preserving the history of Iroquois County.

I’m sure the call for “help” came from us
many more times than it did from his congre-
gation. He was always right there to answer
our calls and help out with whatever he and
hisfamily could do for us.

Asif he didn’t have enough to do with his
church and the historical society, he was aso
very involved in the community. Most
recently the majority of histime, aside from
church, was spent helping out all the victims
of the two floods that hit Watseka and the
surrounding towns. He was there doing
whatever he could, working endless hours,
yet always keeping his sense of humor.

So it iswith mixed emotions that we say
good-bye to David and hisfamily. We wish
them well as they move to Missouri and take
up anew residence and a new church. At the
same time we will miss hisleadership and
dedication to the Historical Society, the board
and the staff. David took it upon himself to
learn everything he possibly could about
Irogquois County.

Best wishesin this new chapter in your
lives, David and family. We hope you will
be blessed asyou
have blessed all of
usinthefew years
we have had the
opportunity to
know you.



LAST PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE FROM DAVID

Over the past 5 years my family has been blessed with the association with the Iroguois County
Historical Society. | remember Bill Hari inviting me to attend Kiwanis shortly after | moved to
Watseka. Bill and | sat with a gentleman by the name of Dorrance Albright. As| wasintroducing
myself, | mentioned that | had served as the Vice-President of the Audubon County Historical
Society in lowa. Dorrance invited me to come and be a part of the activities of the Iroquois County
Historical Society. Littledid | know how active | and the family would become. The board, the
staff, and many members of the Iroquois County Historical Society have touched my lifeina
tremendous way. My family has felt appreciated and loved in many ways. Although we will be
moving to Missouri in June, it is our hope that we can stay in touch with our many friends. We
would like to continue to highlight the history surrounding this county.

Asl| sit reflecting back over the past years, | continue to be impressed by the hard work and
dedication of members of the Iroquois County Historical Society. In recent years the elevator was
added to make the courtroom and museum more accessible. | will never forget the day that Deb and
Carol and | were working on the networking of the computers and the Fire Alarm went off. The
boiler had overheated and we were glad we were there. Too much excitement, but a tragedy was
averted. We have had some wonderful programs and monologuesin recent years. Then thereisthe
moving of the Parker School House into Gilman.

| deeply appreciate the kindness that has been shown to me and my family. Su and | have been
impressed the way our sons and daughter have felt a part of the activities and have been excited about
helping. This sure has helped usto guide our children in being active in this community in a
meaningful way.

May God continue to bless each of you on your historic journey. Y ou do have an opportunity to
be ablessing to others. Only God knows what lies ahead of us. May you be blessed as God reveals
this mystery to you.

David Todd Helen Crow, Rolland Light, Rolland accepting president’ s gavel
Dorrance Albright, and David Todd from David



Genealogy Library schedule: Open Monday—Friday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Open on Saturday by appointment only, call ahead
Closed for Holidays

BOARD MEETINGS - 4th Tuesday of each month at 9:00 am
http://rootsweb.com~ilicgs
Email: iroggene@yahoo.com
Phone: 815-432-3730
Fax: 815-432-2215

Membership in the Iroquois County Geneal ogy Society al so includes membership in the
Irogquois County Historical Society and were due Jan 1, 2008.

HISTORY AND GENEALOGY OF THE STANLEY FAMILY
By Denise Fransaer Corke, Watseka, 1L

In the February 2008 Iroquois County Historical newsletter, we ended this story with the arrival of
MICAJAH STANLEY in Iroquois County.

There has been much written about him in the county as he was one of the earlier pioneersin this
area, a prominent land owner and Mayor of Watseka in 1865 and again 1879.

Thru Genealogy research, we traced his family name back to THOMAS STANLEY. The records
showed him to be buried in New Kent County, Virginiain about 1690; His birthplace was given as
Lancastershire, England.

The original spelling of the name was STONELEY, in old English, this trand ated to Stone
Meadow. Thomas ancestor ADAM DE ALDITHLEY married Mabella, the daughter of SIR
HENRY DE STONELEY. Adam’s grandson WILLIAM married JOAN the daughter of SIR THO-
MAS DE STONELEY and in honor of hislady and the great antiquity of her family, he assumed the
surname of STANLEY and became the recognized founder of the STANLEY family, thiswasin the
time period of the reign of KING HENRY 1, a.d. 1100-1135.

Since for the nobility in England and in most of Western Europe at that time; it was very impor-
tant to keep the “Blue Blood” blue! They kept close tabs on their ancestry and kept great records of
the Family Tree. Asan example, Queen Victoriaof England married her first cousin PRINCE AL-
BERT of Germany, her other first cousins were KING LEOPOLD of Belgium and the Empress of
Russia.

The wonderful records that they kept are a great help to Genealogists of today. The STANLEY
name has been traced back to  KING ALFRED THE GREAT year 849 and beyond.
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Thefollowing stories were written after the Train Riders production to give our readersa
better understanding of the Orphan Train years.

THE TRAIN RIDERSby Denise Fransaer Corke, Watseka IL

The Premier of the “Golden Age Theater Production “The Train Riders’ was for most of us participants our
first experience with acting.

The Director Sally Webb wanted usto get into the character of the Orphan Train Child that we were portray-
ing. Asagenealogigt, it made me want to know more about the history of these children whose lives were for-
ever changed in that time period.



THE TRAIN RIDERS (continued)

While presently transcribing and indexing the 1910 Iroquois County Census Records, | found
that many settlersin this area gave their birthplace as New Y ork.

Taking their age in 1910 into consideration, | ended up with alist of these New Y orkers who
would fit in the 1853 to 1929 Orphan train Riders, as we know that the children’ s age ranged from a
few months old to age 15.

Reading the wonderful detailed material that Verna Drake researched for the Geneal ogy Society
several years ago, | found so many interesting stories; Illinois took in about 9,000 children from
New Y ork and Boston.

The child that | portrayed in the theater production was MARQUERITE THOMSON, she was
86 years old when attending a reunion of the train riders, she said that she was five and Teddy was
four when they were taken by afamily in Nebraska, she was beaten and never had enough to eat.
There is no mention of whatever happened to Teddy.

In 1991, a meeting of the surviving Train riderswas held in Blooming, IL. Prior to that, yearly
meetings had been held in several states. | want to share some of the stories with you.

At a1990 reunion, LOIS, told about her reunion with her two brothers that she had not seen for
60 years, the whereabouts of her four older sisters was unknown, she was still searching for them.
ALICE, who ended up in Tulsa, OK talked about her life, she was 11 months old when sent on the
Orphan Train dong with four sisters and a brother who were left on the train; she never saw them
again and was still searching for them.

FRANCIS was never adopted by any of the families who took himin. Maybe that was a bless-
ing, you see, he was badly mistreated.

Many of the descendants of the Train Riders are till trying to find information about their ances-
tors who were sent on the Orphan Train.

The stories go on and on. A lot of research has been done by genealogist over the years, many
books have been written and alot of information is now available on the internet. The material that
we havein our library is available for research.

Belle Crail Rodethe Orphan Train
By Elizabeth Phelps, Wellington, IL

My mother, Belle Crail, was born December 31, 1882 in Cincinnati, Ohio and passed away
February 20, 1968 in Illinois. She was one of the many “fortunate” children who rode the Orphan
Train at the age of five years old.

Mother’ s father is unknown to me but he did work for the B & O Railroad Roundhouse main-
taining the train engines. Mother remembered having 2 other siblings, a boy and girl, but not their
names. Her parents divorced and her mother became a housekeeper for aMr. Johnson whom she
later married. When they started to have their own children, Mother and her siblings were placed in
the Cincinnati Children’s Home. Mother had no more information on her mother and Mr. Johnson.
Later when inquiries were made on them, she was told that the records were sealed and that there
had been afire destroying the records.

At the age of five, Mother was put on an orphan train going to Renssel aer, Indiana and taken to a
hotel. The William Lowman family was there to select a girl as a companion to their only daughter
in afamily of six boys. They had originally selected a red-headed girl but mother took an instant
liking to their daughter and hung on to her. When the parents saw how well the two girls got along,
they decided to take Mother instead.

Mother was considered a foster child because she was never legally adopted by the Lowman’s
but she was treated as afull family member. The Lowman’s had afarm called “ The Ranch”. They
raised horses, cows and other farm animals. It was a busy, hardworking place. Mother, no doubt,



Belle Crail Rode the Orphan Train (continued)

worked hard on The Ranch as was the case in the Pioneer Days for all the family. Her new siblings
became farmers and businessmen and women.

At the age of twenty-one, Mother met and married Frederick William Hausz. Her dowry was a
heifer calf and a hope chest of linens. | have a picture of her in her wedding dress that she sewed.
Father's father owned land in Prairie Green Township, lllinois. There were five boys and 2 girlsin
Father’s family; Frank, Gustave, Ora, Orin, Doraand Louisa. Aswasthe old German custom, the
father accumulated land that he eventually sold to the sons and daughters. Father and Mother got 80
acres which | now live on.

Father and Mother had 6 children; ViolaHari lived to be 92; Frederick Michael, 92; Clara Eliza-
beth Phelps (I am now 97 in the year 2008); Ora John, now 94; twin brother, Robert Lewis, 86, and
David who was still born.

Father had a brain aneurysm when he was 48. The stroke disabled him and he lived for five
months before his death.

Living and caring for my mother in her final days, | realized the pain she carried all those years of
not “really belonging or having her ‘very own’” to see and know how they fared. Also | carry aload
of grief and guilt because | couldn’t (or didn’t) make an effort to learn more of her family. In these
modern times | haven’t used the modern technology available. But maybe thereis still time and
hopefully God will reveal those hidden secrets.
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ORPHAN TRAIN 1854-1929 by Kathy Langellier

In the year 1853, A young minister named Charles Loring Bace, obsessed by the plight of the or-
phaned and abandoned children of our nation, began his efforts to rescue the poor and the homeless.
Mr. Brace founded the Children’s Aid Society in the year 1853, where he raised money and obtained
al thelegal permissions needed to relocate many of the homeless children. This program is now
known as the Modern Foster Care.

Children were rounded up with only the clothing on their backs, others with only a change of
clothing in a cardboard suitcase or wrapped in agunney sack and placed on trains headed to parts
unknown. On their journey, they were given a sandwich of stale bread with jam or mustard on it and
sometimes a piece of fruit when it could be had.

More than 100,000 children were sent on orphan trains with the promise to be placed in new
homesin rural America. Town after town, city after city, state after state, these children were prod-
ded and inspected by the townsfolk who were looking for strong, able bodied children to work their
farmland or be household servants. There were few who took these children into their homes and
loved them as if they were their own. Many children would be placed in children’s homes and or-
phanages, whereillness and disease ran rapid. Those who did not render to obediency were abused
and some met their death.

In 1923 President Calvin Coolidge inspirationally appointed Charles V. Vickrey to General Secre-
tary of the Near East Relief, where he announced the plan for general observation throughout the
United States, the Golden Rule Sunday. Thiswas to be for the Americans to eat on one Sunday, the
meal that the orphans ate on adaily basis. They would indeed understand the plight of the nation’s
homeless children. This meal would consist of corn grits, made into a pudding, flavored with cocoa
and sweetened milk, bread and macaroni. A meager meal that was served severa times a week,
which the children never tired of.

In that time, $5.00 a month provided food and physical necessities for each orphan and $100.00 a
year provided for his or her education aswell. Thisisafar cry from our standards to date.

Though many are gone, their stories will forever be etched in our minds.

:Data research from newspaper clippings from 1923 - “ Big Chief Herald Texas Newspaper”



SILENT CRIESBY Kathy Langellier, Stockland, IL

I will always remember this date in time, August 8, 1856. What started out as a day like no other,
ended up changing my lifeforever. My nameis Alice Jean Potter. | an7 yearsold. My sister Stella
is4 yearsold. Mommaisold, 25 on her last birthday. Poppawould have been 27 come this winter,
but Momma said that God would be giving him his presents from now on.

Mommaworks all day, sometimes into the night, at the River Hotel. | wonder how she manages
to walk the two miles each way. She scrubs floors, makes beds and whatever el se the manager tells
her to do. Her back hurts and her knees are always red and sore. Momma says she kneels more at
work that she ever did going to church. We rent a one room to sleep and eat in at Mrs. Kline's home.
Momma saysit’s not much, but it keeps us safe and warm. She says we ought to be thankful for the
meager $1.00 a month rent, which Mrs. Kline never lets us forget. Mommatells me that no matter
what happens, we will always have each other. And God willing, we will be just fine.

The sunisjust about to come over the river. Mommais aready dressed in her black uniform.

Her hair tied in a bun at the base of her neck. Her eyes no longer flicker with joy but are now shad-
owed with despair. | can’t remember the last time | hear her sing or hum, or even smile. Alwaysthe
same words, “Alice, get up. I'mleaving...I don’'t know when I' [l be home thistime. Watch Stella
and be very quite. You know how Mrs. Kline dislikes noise.” Alwaysthe same, every day the words
never change.

Stellaand | share a space in the corner in theroom. A bed of tattered blankets that Momma
brought home from work. Our kitchen is a crate with one chair | found one day behind the store. We
wash up in a chipped bowl, painted with tiny flowers on the rim. On the wall hangs an old smokey
mirror, it's frame long gone. As| begin my day, | ponder the thought, :We are to be thankful.” And
later that day, | was.

Mary Kay Potter knew this day was coming and there was nothing she could do to stop it. No
matter how hard she worked, or how long the days were, she saw no hope. She was now beginning
to spit up blood with each cough. The Reverend White saysit’s hot going to get any better, but
harder astime goes by. And that if she was a good mother, she would want the very best for her
daughters, not alife of hardship, pain or poverty. Asasingletear forms and with asilent cry of
despair in her heart, she knew what she had to do. “Please God forgive me,” she thought.

All the arrangements were made for Alice and Stellato be on the train that night. The Reverend
White had promises of good things to come for them. In the country where they would have asimple
life but nevertheless, a good future ahead of them. With solid guardians that have no children of their
own willing to care for them. They would be kept together. That was the only thing that mattered to
her.

Asthe girlslay sleeping on the floor, Momma very quietly packed their meager clothing and a bar
of soap with a piece of cloth that would serve as awashcloth. She loving folded them, wiping away
the tears that flowed down her cheeks, making sure that not one dropped. She madeit al into aroll,
tying it with string. There were no toys to pack.

Mary Kay made sure to leave work in time to rush back home, gather the girls and make it to the
platform before the train wasto leave. She half ran, half walked the two mile stretch home. Once
there, her eyes welled with tears, she spoke to Alice Jean. “Alice Jean, come hereso | can talk to
you.” Surprised that Momma had come home so early, | was taken aback. As| got off the floor and
came to Momma, | knelt down by her side and listened to what she had to tell me. Momma started
by saying how much she loved me and Stella. Tears flowing down her cheeks, her voice soft and
gentle. Ever so often, she would cough and bring her handkerchief to her mouth. Trying to catch her
breath, | knew how hard it was for her. | looked up into her face as she told meit’'s now time for me
to beabig girl and that 1, alone, would have to take care of Stella. We were going on a great adven-
tureto a better place. “No!” | cried. “Not without you Mommal” “Shhh” she said, trying to talk to
me through thetears. “It’sfor the best. | don’t know how much longer | can take care of you girls.”

(continued on next page)
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SILENT CRIES (continued from page 7)

“I'll do more,| promise!”, crying myself. “No, Mommasaid, “Y ou have done so much already, it's
only fair that | allow someone else to do the work.” She began to tell me of the plan she had worked
out with the Reverend White. Today iswhen it al began.

The walk to the train station was the longest walk | will have ever walk. Stellawas holding on to
Momma's hand without a questioning look on her face, not a clue of what’sto come. Momma said |
will have to talk with Stellaon the trip. But how was| to tell a4 year old child that Momma was
giving usto strangers when | really didn’'t understand it myself. “Be brave, Alice Jean,” Momma
said. “ Hold your head high and be polite and strong, just like | taught you. God will protect you and
Stella” God was alowing this to happen? How?

Thetrain whistled in the distance. Momma, Stellaand I begin to run to the platform. Running to
who? Where? Why?

Thetrain comesinto view and on the platform | see about twenty or more children, all holding
onto their mothers. Some too young to walk, held tightly to their mother’ s breast. Mothers crying
with tear streaked faces, holding tightly to their young. Boy and girls of all ages and sizes standing
ever so gill on the platform. Older women and men shuffle through the small crowd of women and
children. Booksin hand, with names and ages of al that were there.

The train now stops on the tracks just ahead of us. The smoke from the engine engulfing my face.
I cover my nose with my hand as Momma bends down to pick up Stellaand turn her face away. The
sound of the crowd fades as the train whistles loudly in my ears. Momma grabs my hand and walks
to the small stepslowered by a man coming off thetrain. He pullsthe crying children from their
mother’sarms. The children, holding on, ever so tightly, to the person who they thought loved them.
But Momma said she DID love us. That was why she had to give us a better life. Not here though,
not now, and not with her. | hold on tightly to Momma’ s hand, not ever wanting to let go. But | am
pulled away and made to walk up the three stepsinto the train. | hear Stella screaming for Momma
as sheiswhisked out of Momma' s grip. Told to sit and be quiet, no questions until the train leaves, |
hold onto Stella s hand and brush the tears from her face. | looked out the window for Momma. The
crowd suddenly gets smaller as the train creeps down the tracks. With Mommano longer in sight,
my tears begin to fall. And the silent cries from my heart can now be heard over the roar of the
train’s engine as we move faster and faster. We are headed to our new future with only small hope
and alot of prayer. (to be continued)
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NEWSLETTER ONLINE UPDATE

We have received several thoughts and comments on the subject of our newsletter going online as a
way of reducing our printing and postage costs. We have taken al of theseinto consideration to see
which would work best for our members. Asatest for this newdetter, we will be trying to have
those that have access to the internet go to our web site at www.oldcourthousemuseum.org to see if
they can access our newsletter. For those who have already responded to our inquiry, they will
receive an email to aert them that the newsdl etter has been sent to our website.

If you would like to go to the website to seeif you can retrieve the newsletter and print it (if you pre-
fer a paper copy), make us aware that this would be an option for you. Please send us an email
letting us know you would prefer this means of receiving the newdetter. This does not mean that
you have to go thisdirection - - - - - itis completely optiona as we understand that many do not have
internet access or would still like to get the newsletter by snail mail.

Your input is very much appreciated. Y ou can email us at ichs2215@mchsi.com




COMMITTEE REPORTS

Accession Committee

The following items are those that have been donated since May of 2007:

M onetary donations

George Cuonzo

M/M/ Terrence Johnson
Dorrance Albright
Vivian Ziebart

M/M Larry Johnson
Neena Powell-Kamp
Steven G. Parsons

M/M Clifford Netherton
M/M Wayne Rust
Evelyn Elson

M/M David Sennett

Donovan United Methodist Women

Village of Buckley
Janet Fratia

Evelyn Gaines

M/M/ Thomas Krones
Laureate Alpha Phi
Gerald Booi

WCHS Alumni

Mary Fielding

Other Donations

Connie Smith
Carmi Spenn
Terry Mabbitt

Larry DeNoyer

Dennis Fox
Sue Butler

Nancy Herriman Mead

GIFT DONATIONS

Watseka, IL
Gilman, IL
Watseka, IL
Wellington, IL
Champaign, IL
Kankakee, IL
Watseka, IL
Great Falls, VA
Rankin, IL
Glen Ellyn, IL
Hinsdale, IL
Donovan, IL
Buckley, IL
Loda, IL
Watseka, IL
Chenoa, IL
Watseka, IL
Watseka, IL
Watseka, IL
Bloomington, IN

Watseka, 1L
Watseka, 1L
Sheldon, |1

Kankakee, IL

Moline, IL
Sheldon, IL

Cdlifornia

VirginiaMoore

Coy Reichert

Luella Steiner
Catherine Carter
Donald Shaw

Louise Kemp

Royal Neighbors
Iroquois County HEA
M/M  Farrell

Carol Buhman

M/M Richard Gaines
M/M Rudolph Orr
M/M/ Rick Elliott
M/M Russell Plath
Mary Hill

M/M Nick Adsit
Mabel Shuman

M/M Arnold Pfingsten

M/M Paul Bowers

Watch-e-kee Coin Club

M/M Harold Cohon

6’ lighted display case

Rantoul, IL
Milford, IL
Buckley, IL
Clanton, AL

Colorado Springs, CO
Watseka, |L
Onarga, IL
Morris, IL
Donovan, IL
Rockford, IL
Watseka, |L
Watseka, |L
Buckley, IL
Watseka, |L
Wellington, IL
Sullivan, IL
Watseka, |L
Milford, IL
Watseka, |L
Morton Grove, IL

WW through the Stereoscope

Early 1900 Wedding dress & knitted shawl

Furniture: desk, drop leaf table;2 quilting
rockers; 4 wood chairs; wood chair with cane
seat; library table; 2 glass lamps

1950’ s Township Supervisor chair

24 old school books: late 1800's & early 1900's

Child' s dress, cape and bonnet (all black)

(continued next page)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued)

(continued from page 9

Kathryn (Johnson) Siedentop  Ashkum, IL

Edna Ruth
Richard Roberge

Bradford Family

Scott Graham
Tena Reed
Laurin Henry
Jean Taylor
Becky Hiles

Joan Schnepper

Nina Morley Johnson

Anonymous

Lillian Anderson
Jm & Mary Jane LaFond

Merry Hill &
Elaine Johnson

Charles N. Waity

Watseka Chamber of
Commerce

Sandy Allen

William Sieveking

David A. Miller

Watseka, IL
Watseka, IL

Naper, CA

Rugby, N.D.

Carthage, IL

20 pieces of primitive kitchen ware; 2 old pictures
Pink dress with belt, permanent pleated skirt

Framed 1879 picture of Watseka

Photo of 113th IL Vol. Inf. Co. F 1893 Reunionin

Watseka
Playbill from Palace Theater, Gilman, IL

4 photos of Watseka before 1940

Charlotteville, VA Farm ownership Map of IL early 1900

Watseka, IL
Milford, IL

Onarga, IL

Carthage, IL

Milford, IL
Watseka, IL

Watseka, IL
Watseka, IL

M adison, WI

Watseka, IL
Momence, IL

Watseka, I1L

Beaverville, IL

Wedding dress and veil worn by Jean Taylor
5 old bottles

2 pictures of schoolhouse west of Gilman; class
picture with teacher, Mae Pratt around 1913-14

Early photographs of Iroguois County Highways

Chicago Daily Tribune “Jap War is Over” 1945,
Colliers Photographic History of WWII

Hangers
Scale from Dr. A.D. Schneider, Donovan, IL

Old rocking chair in memory of
Rachel Donaldson Ehrhardt

Severa boxes of memorabilia (too many to list)

Polaroid Camera with accessories
Framed Highway & Transportation Map of Irog. Co.

Framed 1824 Sampler; Antique Magnifying Glass;
Oval Rug; Golf Bag, with Irons & Putter, 1940's-
50's; Portable Typewriter from 1946

WWI Uniform, complete; gas mask with case and
instructions, dog tags, hat, jacket, duffel bag, over-
seas cap (continued on next page)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued)

(continued from page 10)

Vesta Dahlquist Milford, IL Flying Swedes jacket, warm-up pants and 4 pc.
uniform; Flying Swedes photos and posters

Anne Rhoades Hoopeston, 1L 2 WWI photos

William Sieveking Watseka, IL Numerous Items (too many to list)

Dan & Ruth Stone Clayton, IN Pictures, Times newspapers of 1945; letter from

Lloyd Sorenson; Booklet-"Hitler's Nemesis’;
8 School Newspapers “Broadcaster” (early 50°s)

Roland W. Meyer Paxton, IL School picturewith ID’s

Robert Latus Hartford, Ml Pamphlets of Watseka School & papers dating
1894-1901

Juanita Brennan Ghurubusco, IN Handwritten original story of “The Artesian

Wells of Watseka’ and atyped copy of the same

by L. Morgan

KA K A AR KRR AR A AR KRR A A AR AR A A R AR A AR hh Ak A hhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhkhhkhhhdhhdhhkhdhdhhhddhddhdxxddxkhx%x

ART GALLERY by Marilyn Wilken—Danforth, Art Chairperson & Board Secretary

Solo exhibition guest artist, Rachel Haag a
Herscher resident, displayed her art work during
March and April in our Art Gallery. Rachedl, a
graduate of Olivet Nazarene University, isafirst
time exhibitor in the museum’s Art Gallery.

The theme of her show, “Working on Wis-
dom,” featured oil and acrylic paintings, draw-
ings and collages. Shefeels her work is about
traversing the chaotic maze of life, sharing her
joys and pains with the world. There are experi-
ences and placesin life we can al understand.
The subject matter in her art is about those places
and experiences.

Rachel had an art reception on Sunday, April
20, 2008 from 2-4 p.m. in the museum gallery and Victorian Room.

Marlene Bokker , from Ashkum,
displayed asmall part of her teddy
bear collection in the Art Gallery
Showcase during March and April.
Marlene has such a huge collection
of bearsthat during those months we
thought the bears were taking over
the museum as they spilled into the
adjoining rooms.

Marlene Bokker

Rachel Haag

(continued on next page)
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ART GALLERY (continued from page 11)
Thresholds Artists present “ Experience/Expression 2008” during May and June at the Old Court-
house Museum’s Art Gallery.

Thresholds Artists are atalented group of individuals
who have created aremarkable, diverse collection of
work. Under the coaching of resident artist, Bonnie Born,
the Thresholds Artists express themselves and their life
experiences with vibrant color in modern pieces, crisp
renditions of cityscapes, and beautiful remakes of master-
works.

This exhibit is a showcase of the brilliant creativity of
individuals who arein recovery from mental illness.
Thresholdsislllinois’ oldest and largest psychiatric
rehabilitation center whose mission is to assist individuals
with mental illnessto reclaim their lives.

Come, meet and greet the artists at a reception Saturday, June 28, from 2-4 p.m. in the museum
gallery and Victorian Room.

Also during the months of May and June, we have adisplay of train related items to coincide with the
Orphan Train production. Thisdisplay is being presented by Don Deany, Denny Smith,and Terry
Johnson.

During the months of July & August,
Ed and Gail McCullough of Cissna Park
will have their art work displayed both in
the Art Gallery and in the Gallery Show-
case. Besureto stop in during these
months to see their unique work of art.

The McCulloughs will be having an
Artist’s Reception on July 19 in the Art
Gallery and the Victorian Parlor.
Everyoneisinvited.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued)

MEM BERSH| P—Jean Hiles, Watseka -Membership Chairman & Board V.Pres.

INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Luella Geiken Milford, 1l
Chris Simpson Milford, IL

Meg Hurley West Allis, WI
The Watseka Web Watseka, IL
Joan Bohlin Santa Fe, NM
Dinae Conner Sheldon, IL
Carol Cyrier Crescent City, IL
Joanne M. Wheeler Watseka, IL
LindaL. Hunt Woodland, IL
Barbara Coffman Matinton, IL
Wayne & Joann Jackson  Columbiaville, M1
Tim Hoekstra Vancover, WA
Sharon Pfingston Crescent City, IL
Tom Minnich Watseka, IL
Theresa Clements Watseka, IL
Philip Barberi San Diego, CA
Reed & Ruth Storm Ashkum, IL
Ryan & TriciaWaugh Watseka, IL
Larry & Bobbi Schultz Sheldon, IL

HONORARY MEMBERS
(those 90 years of age or older)

Marie Peterson
Anise Boyd

Crescent City, IL
Watseka, IL

khkkhkhhkhkhkkkkhkhkkhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhkhhhhhhhhhkkkhkhkkkhdhdx

If you have any family members or friends that have
reached age 90, we would like to include them as an
honorary member. This means we will not charge them
any dues and they would have access to our newsletter to
keep updated on what is going on with the Historical
Society.....a part of everyone's history.

We are 6 months into the membership year. MANY of
you haven't paid your dues for 2008, please do so ASAP as
this will be the last newsletter you will be getting. With
rising costs, we can't afford to send newsletters out to
lapsed members.

Also, if you have family or friends who would be
interested in joining the Historical Society , now isthetime
as we are getting VERY CLOSE to having to increase the
membership dues. They have not been increased in years
but we can’t hold on much longer with higher costs every-
where we turn. $10.00 isasmall cost to pay for member-
ship in our society...a $100 life membership is even a better
deal. We are aprogressive historical society and would
like you to be a part of thisgrowth. Won't you join us?

PAYING ON LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

Carol Pfingsten-Lutes
Charlotte Strawser

Dan & Sandra Houmes
Suzanne Light

Basking Ridge, N.J.
Hoopeston, IL
Hoopeston, IL
Sheldon, IL

Terry & Michael Oquendo Milford, IL

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

Margaret Leveque
Bonita Schroeder
Brenda Mize

Linda & Dennis Clatterbuck
Terrence & Judith Johnson

Pat Short
Bob & Lucy Green
Robert T. Garrett

Ashkum, IL
Watseka, |L
Watseka, |L
Watseka, |L
Gilman, IL
Gilman, IL
Watseka, |L
Unionville, PA

DECEASED MEMBERS
(Those we are made aware of)

ZoraLindholm
Edward Allen
Velma Sapp Mendez
Glela Sharp
Alfredo Macz
Charles Brown
John Anderson
Janette Garfield
Vernon Bowen
Vernon Hanford
Jonas Liste
Karsi Molnar
John Clifton

Watseka, IL
Goodwine, IL
Watseka, IL
Hoopeston, IL
Onarga, IL
Gilman, IL
Milford, IL
Watseka, IL
Watseka, IL
Watseka, IL
Lafayette, IN
Watseka, IL
Milford, IL

kkkkkkhhkkhkhkkhhkkhhkkhhhkkhhkhkhhkhhhkdhkhhkkdhkkx*x

Our sincere condolences to the families of

these members.

Again, we ask that you please advise us of the
death of our members for our records. Thisis
especially important for those out of the area.

Memorial contributions will be published in

the next newsdletter.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued)

QUILT COMMITTEE Mary Ann Seibring and Mary Hill - co-chairs, Watseka

Quilts shown here go back to the beginning of the year.

The pattern for this quilt is Feathered Star. It was received by

Mrs. Effie (Smith) Marshall in 1842. Given to the oldest child in

each generation. Shereceived it from her family, then skipped a

generation and gave it to Marjorie (Morrell) Baker in 1940.
Displayed Jan./Feb. 2008

Quiltsdisplayed in
March/April of this
year.

Crazy Quilt
Over 100 yearsold
Made by Minnie Geddes
Donated by Charles Geddes

Quilt made by :

Mariann Seibring in 2006

Pattern: Unknown

Copied froman old quiltin

the “Old Courthouse Museum.”
khkkkhkkhhkhhkhhkhhkdhhkhhhhhhhdhhdhdhdhdhdhhdhhkdhhhhdhhdhhhdhdhdhdhdhhdhhdhhhdhdhhdhdhdhdhkdkdxdx*k
A “Drop-In" Quilter’s Group has been formed at the Old Courthouse Museum in conjunction with

the Watseka Park District. The Park District had an idea, the museum saw a need and as aresult the
drop-in group was formed. This group started out with plans to put a historical quilt together with

squares depicting memories of the flood of 2008. When finished

thiswill be presented to the historical society as a piece of history

of the 2008 flood to preserve for future generations.

The group is open to anyone with an interest in quilting whether
beginner or advanced. Mary Hill & Mariann Seibring are the co-
chairman of this group. They meet at 10 am. on the 1st Tues. of
the month in the basement of the museum. The public isasked to
make a square for this memory quilt. Y ou don’t need to know any-
thing about quilting. For more information call the park district or
the museum. They ask that anyone making these squares turn them
in ASAP so they can start the quilting process.
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WE'RE PLEASED TO INTRODUCE.....

We would like to introduce to our membership, Ryan Waugh of Watseka. Ryan walked into the
office severa weeks ago and made an offer we couldn’t refuse.
As most everyone knows by now the City of Watseka will no
longer be mowing the museum. Ryan volunteered to do thisfor
us as well astaking care of the gardens and grounds with the
help of hiswife and friends.

Ryan is 25 years old, has lived in Watsekafor 7 years, is

married and has 3 young children. Ryan works for Media Com
and is also on the Watseka Fire Dept.

Below isaletter from Ryan. Please
read and help if you can.

Iroquois County
Historical Society
Courtyard Fund!

As everyone very well knows,
the Historical Society of Iroquois County is abig part of our
community. This not-for-profit organization isin charge of the Old
Courthouse Museum. In the past years, the City of Watseka has taken care of their courtyard mow-
ing. Unfortunately, this year, that has come to an end and they are needing our help to keep the
courtyard beautiful. Many of the plants currently located in the gardens were donated in memory of
loved ones that have passed. Much work needs to be done to preserve these memorials and improve
the overall appearance of the courtyard. We would like to rearrange the existing plants and add to the
gardens aswell. Therefore, we are coming to the local businesses and asking for a monetary dona-
tion of any kind. If you are generous enough to pledge a donation of $100.00 or more, a stone with
the name of your business will be placed in the garden for all to see. All donations go towards the
Courtyard Fund and will be used solely for care and upkeep of the grounds. Please help us preserve
the beauty of the courtyard.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ryan: 815-471-1729 or Judy: 815-432-2215

Thank You,
Ryan Waugh
Courtyard Coordinator

Shortly we will be offering these stones to the general public. Y ou can have your own name on
these stones or purchase one in memory of someone. Watch the local newspapers for more
information on these stones or call either Ryan or Judy.

Although Ryan and his friends will be providing the labor for the mowing and landscaping, there
are still costs for the lawnmower gas as well asfor dirt, mulch and plants. If you can help out with
any size donation, send it to the Courtyard Fund and it will be put to very good use.
khkkkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkhhkhhkhhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkhhkhhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkx*%

Theflag flying in the front of the courthouse was
given to usin honor and memory of
Charles J. Bohner. Periodically we will fly the
flags that are given to usin honor or memory of
someone.

Plantsin front flower pots were donated and
planted by the Cherry Street Art Fest....
Kathy Blunk did the planting and we thank them.
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ACTIVITIES, BITSAND PIECES

NEW DESK S

In the process of moving to their new building, back in March, the Wat-
seka Park District found they no longer had a need for 3 desks that werein
storage. They were offered to us and we think they have made a great im-
provement to our office. The room seems to be so much brighter as well
aseven larger. Each of us now has plenty of room to do our daily projects.
Our thanks go the gals at the park district for thinking of us.

FLASHLIGHT EASTER HUNT AND EGG DECORATING CONTEST

The Watseka Park District and the “ Old Courthouse Museum” partnered together to have an Easter
Egg decorating contest to go along with the Easter Bunny Flashlight Hunt. There were over 50 eggs
turned in for the contest and the grounds were filled with kids as they hunted for the Easter prizes.
Everyone was invited into the museum for hot chocolate and cookies after the hunt. We planto

make this an annual event with the Park District.

GOLDEN WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

April brought our 50th + Golden Wedding Anni-

ver-
sary Celebration. Thisyear again we had a great
turnout with 36 couples present. Couples were

awarded potted plants for answering questions and

the couple married the most years was Kermit &

Audrey Lamie of Ashkum. They were married for

70 years.

The Blue Flames Band provided the entertain-

ment. Rev. Larry and Rev. Bobbi Schultz of the
Iroquois & Sheldon Methodist Churches and the
Crescent City & Woodland Methodist Churches

respectively, again this year put on a humorous skit

which everyone
enjoyed. Anniversary cakes and wedding punch
were served and every couple received aframed

picture of themselves. This Golden Wedding Anni-

PAGES OF THE PAST

Through a grant quite afew years ago, we
were given some funds to have slides of the
past put on VHS to be donein Studio 9 (of
the Watseka Comm. High School). Modern
technology has since changed thisto DVD’s.
After all these years, Part | of Pages of the
Past has come to fruition.

Jesse Todd, son of President David Todd
and though not a member of Studio 9, gave
up hisstudy hallsin order to get this
completed before they moved out of the area..

Thisisjust one more areawhere the Todd
family members chipped in wherever they
could to get something accomplished. We
thank Jesse, very much for his hardwork at
bringing this to completion.

Watch this newsletter and local papers for
the availability of these DVD’s. Also
through this grant, every library in Iroquois

versary Celebration is held annually on the last Sun- County will be given a copy of thisDVD.

day of April. Anyone married 50 or more years
during the current year isinvited.

Pictures unavailable because of disk error. Sorry.



17

4TH GRADE WOODLAND STUDENT TOUR

COURTHOUSES
June 3 brought approximately 90 students from the 4th grades to
the new courthouse and the old courthouse as their end of the year
trip. The classes were divided into 2
groups and alternated courthouses.
Mrs. Mary Langellier was
coordinating teacher along with
teachers Mrs. Boyden, Miss Gorski,
Mrs. Loeffler and Mrs. Tuttle and
several parent chaperones were also present. Thistrip is done annu-
aly by the 4th grade teachers from Woodland. We encourage all
classesto tour the museum to see al the history on display.

KKK A AR KRR AR A AR KRR AR A AR AR R AR AR A AT A R h Ak A hhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhdhhhdhhdhddhhhddhddhdxxkdxkr*x%x

ON DISPLAY
The cabin used for Vacation Bible School at the First Christian
Church in Watseka was put on display in the Iroquois County History
Room for several months. Thisroom was a perfect setting for the
cabin with the murals and stuffed animals. Children enjoyed going
into the cabin when they came to visit.

Also on display was alog cabin made by Gene Quackenbush. Gene
made this cabin in the fall of 2006
for amantle display making all the logs, shingles and furniture. He
glued all the rocks on the fireplaces, which are on each level, and
around the foundation. Thiswas displayed in our large showcase
for our holiday display.

Currently on display isa
collection of over 200
decorative and souvenir
cigarette lighters donated by
Lena Hootman.

One of the rooms in the basement has been set up with all
items that had been stored in the vault and recently been
brought out for display. Make sure you stop to see this room
the next time you are in the museum.

Displays are changed on a
regular basisin many of the
rooms. Itemsthat have been
stored in the vault for years
arefinally getting a chanceto
get out of storage.....even if
just for atemporary display.
Do stop in and check these
out.
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LOOKING AHEAD

June 22- - - - - The “family version” in the series of the Orphan Train productions will be held at the
new Watseka Park District building in the theater room on June 22 starting at 2 p.m. This particular
production will feature mom, dads, sons and daughters depicting their orphan train experience along
with some musical parts. This production like the “Train Riders“ with the Golden Age Playersis
directed by Sally Webb. Tickets can be purchased for $7.00 both at the Watseka Park District and at
the “Old Courthouse Museum. Seating is limited so be sure to get your tickets as soon as possible as
thereis only one performance of this“Orphan Train” production.
khkkkhkkhhkhhkhkkhhkdhhkhkhhhhhhdhhdhdhdhdhdhhdhhkdhhhhhhdhhhdhdhdhdhdhdhdhhhdhddhdhdhdhkdhrdkdxdx*k
Juy 12 --- - - The 8th annual Historical Society Garden Walk will be held in the Watseka area.
Thereisone garden intherural areaand 2 in Milford for atotal of 9 gardens. The hours of the walk
arefrom 10 am. until 4 p.m. For the low price of only $10 you will get to see 9 beautiful gardens, as
well asreceive afreeraffleticket for donated raffle prizes. Thereisabox lunch option again this
year for an additional cost. For more information or to purchase tickets, contact the “ Old Courthouse
Museum at 815-432-2215.

The gardens in the walk this year are those of Dr. John and Sharon Rose; Shelia & Chuck Schmidt
Coleen Schoolman; Tricia& Ryan Waugh; Joyce & Craig Franklin; Shela Franklin; Ginny & Wayne
Lee and Arlene and Mac McKinley.
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HARVEST DAZE Oct. 4 & 5

Harvest Daze isjust around the corner and as everyone knows thisis our biggest fundraiser for the
year. Plans are getting underway as we write this and we are encouraging all our members to get
involved in one way or another. To run asuccessful Harvest Daze, it takes alot of volunteer help
and we' d sure like to include you if you are able.

Our members will be receiving cards to help with the bake sale and all the churches receive cards
to donate cookies for the bake sale. We also ask for raffle donations from both businesses and
individuals for our raffle drawing. We hope you will be able to help out with any of these and if able
sign up to work in the Red Barn or in the museum office during these 2 days.

You will find a sheet of raffle tickets on the next page. Please fill these out and return with your
check for the drawing. Thetickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Over the last several years we have
been having the raffle during both days of the festival rather than waiting until the end. This seems
to work out so much better and the winners can pick up their prizesright away. Of course, you don’t
have to be present to win but it gets to be so much more exciting if you are.

The American Legion and VFW members are there for opening ceremonies to start off our fun-
filled weekend. After opening ceremonies many of these men move over to cook up their famous
beans over the openfire.

The Cruz-In and the Tractor Show are 2 favorites during thisfestival and if you have a car, motor-
cycle, truck or tractor, come and show yours off. All money raised from these go to the Historical
Society aswell.

And, of course, we are ever so grateful to all the entertainment groups or individuals for donating
their talents for the enjoyment of al who come to Harvest Daze. In this areawe are always looking
for afew new groups or individuals. If you are interested or know someone who might be, please
giveusacall. What agreat place to make your debut. Y ou don't have to wait to be chosen for
American Idol!

New for the last couple of years was the Sunday Morning church service which will be held out-
side, weather permitting. Come hear our own Barb LaReau play the keyboard while Pastor Jack
Snell of Raub, IN Methodist Church gives the message of the morning.
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SWEETHEARTS OF BRANSON
(DENNY AND SHEILA RENEE YEARY
AND FRIENDYS)

SOLD OUT SUCCESS

The Historical Society isstill floating in the clouds as this show was a complete sell out. EVERY -
ONE we talked with is anxiously waiting for the next show. If you didn’t attend, you missed
aterrific show direct from Branson for alow price of only $20.00.

Not only was the show so enjoyable but those that came received more than a show as they got to
seethe Watseka Theatre in al it’s glory after being closed for many years. We thank co-owners,
Chuck Gomez and Debra Liddel for the opportunity to rent the theatre so we would be able to bring
this group to Watseka and seat so many more than we could in the courtroom.




